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MAY, 
2021 

This month: the Targa Edition. Your editor has been chasing fast cars around Tassie 

and has a few thoughts to share – lucky you! 

 

Also in this edition: coming events; VHCC hillclimb review; changes to GCC points 

scoring; and finally - Sir Arthur Waite Pt 2. 

Some action from the recent PIARC round 4 of the VHCC: Phillip Schumann displaying a bit of torque twist.  

Source: https://whythelongfaces.com/ 

https://whythelongfaces.com/


GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB INCORPORATED 

2020-1 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

 

CHAIRMAN (ACTING)  Ken Neilson    0409 427199 

    P.O. Box 1377, Traralgon, 3844    

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN   Paul Hickey    0427 852179 

    ausca62@hotmail.com 

SECRETARY   Rhys Yeomans    0400 519490 

    rhysyeomans@gmail.com    

TREASURER   Yvette Stolk    0411 166 628  

   ystolk@gmail.com  
COMPETITION SECRETARY Rhys Yeomans    0400 519490 

    rhysyeomans@gmail.com      

KHANACROSS   Rob Duncan    0419 501394  

    hxdude76@yahoo.com.au 

PROPERTY    Bill Jennings    0459 833431 

    niscap@aussiebroadband.com.au 

MEMBERSHIP    Ken Neilson    0409 427199 

ken@streetwize.net.au 

VALVE BOUNCE EDITOR Ian Maud    0414 580921 

    icfm710@gmail.com 

PUBLICITY AND MARKETING James Dyer    0437 760019 

    james.dyer.90@gmail.com 
HEALTH AND SAFETY   Shane Cane    0407 764275 

    shanecane@me.com 

BUILDINGS   Phil Tullett    5127 8915 

    phil.tullett@energyaustralia.com.au 

TRACK    Wayde Griffiths    0458 882353 

    arrowlinemarking@y7mail.com  

CLUB WEBSITE/FACEBOOK Rhys Yeomans    0400 519490 

    rhysyeomans@gmail.com 

CLUB PERMIT REGISTRAR Ken Neilson    0409 427199 

    P.O. Box 1377, Traralgon, 3844 

ken@streetwize.net.au 

CLUB POINTS SCORER  (enquiries to Rhys Yeomans)     

      

CLUB ASSET HIRE  John Bryant    0439 741473 

    johnandcarolbryant@yahoo.com.au  

SOCIAL    Jill Hickey    0409 412452 

    Jillracer727@gmail.com  

 

CAMS DELEGATE 

 

 

MAGAZINE CONTRIBUTIONS Forward by email to icfm710@gmail.com  Contributions should be 

forwarded by the third Friday in the month.  

 

BANK DETAILS:  Bendigo Bank, BSB 633000, Account Number 1574 73836, Gippsland Car Club  

 

WEB PAGE:  www.gippslandcarclub.com.au        

 

GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB VISION:  To inspire and enable people to participate in motor sport. 

 

GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB MISSION:  To provide affordable motor sporting experiences for people of all 

abilities in a safe and friendly environment.   
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CALENDAR 2021 
 

 
 
MAY 
Friday to Sunday, 7/9  Supercars at The Bend, SA 
Saturday 8   AROCA Sprint at Sandown 
Sunday 9   Mothers Day 
Sunday 9   Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 0497 262178 
Tuesday 11   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Friday 14 GCC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICE 

BEARERS, CLUBROOMS, 7.OO P.M. 
Saturday 15 Matt Brogan- MX5 track hire 
Saturday to Sunday, 15/16 Victorian State Race Series Round 3 at Phillip Island 
Sunday 16 MSCA Sprints at Winton 
Saturday 22   M&DCC Boisdale Hill Climb Long Track 
Saturday to Sunday 22/23 Historic Winton 
Sunday 23   MGCC Interclub Hill Climb Round 2 at Rob Roy 
Sunday 23 NGK Victorian Khanacross Championship Round 3 at Bryant 

Park 
Saturday 29 Nugget Nationals track hire at Bryant Park 
Saturday to Sunday, 29/30 Supercars at Winton 
Sunday 30   SAAB Club of Victoria track hire at Bryant Park 
 
JUNE 
Tuesday 1   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday 4    Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 0497262178 
Saturday 5   Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 0497262178 
Saturday 5   WORKING BEE AND CLUB PRACTICE DAY 
Sunday 6   GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 8   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Friday to Sunday, 11/13  Australian Endurance Championship Round 2 at Winton 
Saturday to Sunday, 12/13 VHCC Round 5 at One Tree Hill, Ararat 
Sunday 13   NSW Hill Climb Championship Round 5 at Grafton 
Friday to Sunday, 18/20  Supercars at Hidden Valley, NT 
Sunday 20   AROCA Sprint at Winton 
Friday to Sunday, 25/27  Shannons Nationals/TCR Australia at Morgan Park 
Saturday 26   Repco Sprints Round 3 at Winton 
Saturday to Sunday, 26/27 PIARC Supersprint Round 3 at Phillip Island 
Sunday 27   GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
 
JULY 
Sunday 4   VHCC Round 6 at TAFE Logic Centre, Wodonga 
Sunday 4   AROCA Sprint at Phillip Island (TBC) 
Tuesday 6   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 9/11  Supercars at Townsville, FNQ 
Saturday 10   M&DCC Boisdale Twilight Hill Climb, Long Track 
Saturday to Sunday, 10/11 Super Trucks at Winton 
Sunday 11   MSCA Sprints at Sandown 
Tuesday 13   Board Meeting 
Friday 16   Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 0497262178 
Saturday 17   Tampered Motorsport Track Day at Sandown 0497262178 
Sunday 18   GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Sunday 18   NSW Hill Climb Championship Round 6 at Tamworth 
Sunday 18   AROCA Sprint at Broadford 
Saturday to Sunday, 24/25 Victorian State Race Series Round 4 at Sandown 
Sunday 25   Repco Sprints Round 4 at Winton 
 
 
 



AUGUST 
Tuesday 3   Valve Bounce collation 
Saturday to Sunday, 7/8  Festival of Speed at Winton 
Saturday to Sunday, 7/8  PIARC Access at Phillip Island 
Sunday 8   NSW Hill Climb Championship Round 7 at Ringwood 
Tuesday 10   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Saturday 14   M&DCC Boisdale Twilight Hill Climb Long Track 
Sunday 15   MSCA Sprints at Winton 
Sunday 15   GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Sunday 15   VSCC Vintage Hill Climb at Rob Roy 
Friday to Sunday, 20/22  Supercars at Sydney Motorsport Park 
Friday to Sunday, 20/22  Champion at Winton 
Sunday 22   VHCC Round 7 at Broadford 
Sunday 29   GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Saturday 4   AROCA Sprint at Sandown 
Sunday 5   Austin 7 Club OST at Bryant Park 
Sunday 5   NSW Hill Climb Championship Round 8 at Gunnedah 
Sunday 5   Fathers Day 
Tuesday 7   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 10/12  South Australian Hill Climb Championship at Collingrove 
Saturday to Sunday, 11/12 Supercars at Waneroo, WA 
Saturday to Sunday, 11/12 Nugget Nationals at Winton 
Sunday 12   MSCA Sprints at Phillip Island 
Sunday 12   GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 14   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Friday to Sunday 17/19  Shannons Nationals/TCR Australia at Sandown 
Friday to Sunday, 17/19  Super Trucks at Winton 
Saturday to Sunday, 18/19 PIARC Supersprint Round 4 at Phillip Island 
Sunday 19   M&DCC Boisadale Hill Climb Short Track 
Sunday 19   MOTORSPORT AUSTRALIA Club Challenge at Bryant Park 
Saturday to Sunday, 25/26 Victorian State Race Series Round 5 at Phillip Island 
Saturday 25   Honda Nationals at Winton 
Sunday 26   VHCC Round 2 at Bryant Park 
 
OCTOBER 
Sunday 3 NSW Hill Climb Championship Round9 at Fairbairn Park 
Sunday 3 MGCC Interclub Hill Climb Round 3 at Rob Roy 
Sunday 3   Kyneton Car Club track hire at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 5   Valve Bounce collation 
Thursday to Sunday, 7/10 Bathurst 1000 
Saturday 9   MSCA Sprints at Sandown 
Tuesday 12   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Friday to Sunday 15/17  Shannons Nationals at The Bend 
Saturday to Sunday, 16/17 AROCA 12 Hour Relay at Winton 
Saturday to Sunday, 16/17 Mt Tarrengower Historic Hill Climb 
Saturday 16   M&DCC Boisdale Twilight Hill Climb Long Track 
Saturday 16   MG Car Club track hire at Bryant Park 
Thursday to Sunday, 21/24 Australian Hill Climb Championship, Mt Cotton, Queensland 
Friday to Sunday, 22/24  Australian MotoGP at Phillip Island 
Saturday to Sunday, 23/24 Formula Vee Nationals at Winton 
Sunday 24   MG Car Club Youth Challenge at Rob Roy 
Friday to Sunday, 29/31  Saloon Fest at Winton 
Sunday 31   GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
 
 
 
 
 



NOVEMBER 
TBA November or December TCR Australia Bathurst International 
Wednesday 3   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 5/7  Excel Enduros at Winton 
Saturday to Sunday, 6/7  Supercars in Auckland, NZ 
Sunday 7   GCC Multiclub Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 9   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Thursday to Tuesday, 11/16 Bathurst Challenge 
Saturday 13   Repco Sprints Round 5 at Winton 
Saturday 13 M&DCC Boisdale Hill Climb (Noel Burley Memorial) Short Track 
Satrurday to Sunday, 13/14 PIARC Supersprints Round 5 at Phillip Island 
Sunday 14 AROCA Sprints at Winton 
Wednesday 17 Targa Florio at Bryant Park 
 
Thursday to Sunday, 18/21 Australian Grand Prix at Albert Park 
Saturday 20   Winton 300 
Saturday to Saturday, 20/27 RACV Alpine Trial Centenary 
Friday to Sunday, 26/28  Bathurst International 
Friday to Sunday, 26/28  HQ Enduro at Winton 
Saturday 27   Nugget Nationals track hire at Bryant Park 
Saturday to Sunday, 27/28 Island Magic at Phillip Island 
 
DECEMBER 
Friday to Sunday, 3/5  Supercars at Surfers Paradise, Qld 
Saturday 4   GCC Multiclub Twilight Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 7   Valve Bounce collation 
Sunday 12   AROCA Sprints at Phillip Island (TBC) 
Sunday 12   GCC Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 14   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
 
 
 
NOTE:   
• All dates shown above are subject to change - please check with the organisers of the events to confirm the dates.   

• Events shown as Bold are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Club Championship (some of these dates may be changed)  

• Events shown as Bold Italics are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Khanacross Championship.    

• GCC Practice Days are for members and associate members only, and will run from 1.00 pm until 4.00 pm. 

• If you believe that any of the dates listed are incorrect, please contact John Bryant and they will be amended. 

 

  
 

 
 



Editorial Ponderings:  

Tough Times for Targa. (Targa Pt 1) 

I’ve just returned from a week in the Apple Isle, chasing Targa cars around as part 
of a service crew. Yes, it was an interesting week! We had sunshine, rain, mist, fog, 
wind; excitement, drama, tragedy, tension, elation; a bit of sleep deprivation, 
resilience, endurance, breakages, repairs…and grand achievement! And all in one 
week – whew! I’m almost glad to go back to work for a rest. Was it worth the 
effort? Definitely! Would I do it again? Ask me in a few weeks.  
 

What you would have heard about though, are the fatalities that occurred during days five and six of 
Targa – this is all the media seemed to notice. Not the great vehicles, the inspiring stories behind 
some crews, the against-the-odds achievements and so forth – just the deaths: typical. The sad fact 
is that had there been no sensational fatalities, you probably wouldn’t even have seen Targa on the 
evening news, such is the place of motorsport nowadays, compared to other ‘mainstream’ sports. 
 

For most of we classic car enthusiasts, Targa Tasmania is the pinnacle, the Holy Grail. The Bathurst of 
classic car events, it is (or should be – more on that later) the ultimate opportunity to enjoy your 
classic performance vehicle on some of the world’s great driving roads, amongst superb scenery and 
like-minded enthusiasts. It doesn’t get much better. The death of three competitors was 
undisputedly tragic, but now, through the self-serving efforts of the media, a cloud has been cast 
over the future of this great event. And so the questions are being asked: how could you make the 
event safer? Has it outlived its usefulness? Has it just become a high-speed race on public roads, 
unsuitable for that purpose? What are the solutions? Do we need to neuter Targa cars until they are 
no longer the rocket ships seen this year? Does Targa become a polite cruise at sedate speed? 
 

I confess I was disappointed with some aspects of the event; mostly the cars involved. I have spent 
hours gazing admiringly at video of early Targas, coo-ing at the magnificent classic cars, the spectacle 
crews were enjoying, and the festival-like atmosphere as crowds gathered at any stop en route and 
young kids enthusiastically lined the fence of their primary school to wave at the passing field. 
What’s happened? The sad fact is there aren’t many classics running nowadays. Open-topped cars 
are effectively banned; crews that used to field classics have found they are out-competed by more 
modern vehicles and their older cars are becoming increasingly fragile, expensive and unreliable.  
The solution? Some have left, while others return, but now driving a late-model BMW, Subaru, 
Porsche, hot hatch, etc. These may be fine cars in their own right, but to the public they look 
apathetically alike, and interest has been lost. Where are the curvaceous panels, the cough and 
chortle of multiple Webers, the spitting exhausts, the rumble of a big capacity V8, the competitors 
you can see and wave to as they pass? And most of all…the variation! A Porsche is no doubt a 
marvellous vehicle, but sorry – after the 30th similar-shaped Stuttgart product has passed, you tend 
not to even acknowledge them. Ditto for the serpentine column of Lotus Elises.  
 

The public stayed away in droves, not helped by a paucity of promotion and spectating guides. It was 
almost as though the event was conducted in secret. The days were long and demanding, wearying 
crews. Gone were the scenes I expected of cheerful local crowds milling animatedly around 
gorgeous classic cars on display in a balmy evening at their small country town -admittedly, this 
years’ weather didn’t help. Competitors arrived just before dusk to a hasty servicing, then cars 
disappeared into parc ferme while they headed off to rest and recuperate for the next day. Targa 
Tasmania is rescheduling to earlier in the year for better weather – can they also treat the other 
ailments that have afflicted this less-great event? I hope so. 

-IM, the Ed. 



Competition Secretary Report  
No report for this month. 

 

 

 

What do you need to know now? 
 

➢  CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 2021:   
 
 

Next GCC HILLCLIMB: 
o Sunday, June 6th     GCC Championship 

 
 
 

 

o Sunday, December 13th  GCC  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Back to COVID-19 for a moment: 
  

 
Next GCC KHANACROSS: 

o Sunday, May 23rd    GCC Championship/VKC Rd 3 

  

 
 

➢ VICTORIAN HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP 2021 - next round: 
o Saturday June 12th and Sunday June 13th   

 



  



And also: 

 
Ed: Here’s a selection of events scheduled by groups outside the GCC, that might be of interest to our 
members: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ From the AOMC:   

   

 
Next GCC WORKING BEE  

Upcoming Working Bee and Club practice – Saturday, 5th June.  
 
These will be great opportunities for us to complete some of the major projects we've 
had running at Bryant Park in 2020, which includes the timing building and the new 
scrutineering shed extension.  
All members are welcome to attend working bees and we will endeavour to delegate a 
job to you that aligns with your skills.  
The obvious task is cutting the grass, so if you have a lawn mower or whipper snipper,        
please bring it along. The gardens will need weeding; toilets, clubrooms & garages cleaning; etc.  
The working bees start at 9:00am, with a free BBQ lunch provided at 12:00pm. Hill climb practice - ONLY for GCC 
members who have assisted with the working bee - is held from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.  
 
 
Wednesday working bees 
We've had a couple of requests from people wanting to assist in the maintenance of 
Bryant Park during the week, outside of normal organised working bees. 
It could be as simple as you cutting grass for an hour, weeding some of the garden or 
something else that is deemed as required. 
These days will not be as formal as our regular working bees and there will be no practice or BBQ.  
As Bill Jennings is at Bryant Park most Wednesdays, please contact him (details in front of Valve Bounce) if you 
would like to assist on an upcoming future Wednesday. 



 
 
 
 
More local events that may be of interest: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And more locally: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Second Sunday of each month: why not join some of our 
members at the Gippsland Sporting and Classic Car 
Register’s ‘Breakfast Club’ in Warragul? This is a very 
low-key, friendly event: people simply park their cars of 
interest (ALL sorts of vehicles welcome!) in the southern 
end of the Woolworth’s car park, off Victoria St – and 
wander around! Breakfast and coffee available at a 
number of local businesses. Officially, this runs between 
8:00 and 9:30am but many are now arriving before this. 
Last month there were 150+ cars on show! Everything 
from vintage to hot rods…even a restored tow truck!  

 

NEW ANNOUNCEMENT: 
The Austin 7 Club now advises that 
spectators WILL be admitted to the Historic 
Winton meeting, but tickets for the event 
AND for camping must be pre-purchased 
through: 
www.ticketebo.com.au/historicwinton 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ed: The Alpine Centenary Trial advertised in previous editions of VB attracted a 
response from Brian Ward, who would like to advise GCC members that this event 
is non-competitive, BUT there is also a 100th anniversary competitive special 
stage Alpine Rally planned for 2nd to 5th of December 2021. 

Further information is available at www.alpinerally.org.au 

 

http://www.alpinerally.org.au/


BITS AND PIECES, INCLUDING ‘FROM THE BOARD’  - John Bryant 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 
 

TRAFALGAR HOLDEN MUSEUM 
74 WATERLOO ROAD, TRAFALGAR 

(northern side of the Railway Station) 

 

FRIDAY, MAY  14, 2021 
6.00 P.M. TO 9.00 P.M. 

Free Admission 
 

We will be running the Annual General Meeting at approximately 7.30 p.m.  This will give you plenty 
of time prior to and after the meeting to check out the excellent displays at this Museum.  We will 
also feed you during the evening. 
 
Items of business at the AGM are to accept the Chairman’s Report for the previous year, to accept 
the Annual Financial Reports, and to carry out the elections for the new Board for 2021/2022. 
 
All positions on the Board are declared vacant at the AGM, with all current office bearers allowed 
to renominate for the Board if they so choose.  If any positions on the Board are vacant after the 
AGM, volunteers from the floor can be called to fill such positions.  Club members cannot be 
“dobbed in” for such positions! 
 
Secretary Rhys Yeomans has forwarded a heap of information about the AGM to those on our email 
listing – to stand for the Board you must nominate, and be moved and seconded by Club members, 
and forward the nomination to Rhys by the required date.   

At the last AGM the following positions were offered: Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Competition Secretary, Khanacross, Property, Membership, Valve Bounce Editor, Publicity 
and Marketing, Health and Safety, Buildings, Track, Club Website/Facebook, Club Permit Registrar, 
Club Points Scorer, Club Asset Hire, and Social.   

FURTHER INFORMATION 

1. DEFIBRILLATOR.  The Club has owned one defib machine for a number of years, and has 
recently, as per a Board decision, purchased another.  One of the machines is in the 
Clubrooms, and the new machine will be in the Timing Building.  Defibs are machines that 
we hope that we never have to use, but we have them if they are required.  On hill climb 
days we have another two, with the ambulance and the safety vehicles both equipped with 
such machines.  Do you know how to operate a defibrillator??  What would you do if 
someone at our track collapsed in front of you??  We do not have an ambulance at 
khanacross events or at working bees/club practice days – these are days when we are on 
our own if a medical emergency does happen.  Robert O’Gorman, our ambulance man, has 
offered to show people how to use the defib machines – an excellent skill for all to have.  



Please let me know if you are interested in knowing how to use such a machine.  You never 
know, you might just save a life. 
 

2. KHANACROSS. We are conducting a round of the 2021 NGK Victorian Khanacross 
Championship at our track on Sunday, May 23.  This is the first time we have ever conducted 
a Victorian Championship khanacross event, and the event will attract the top khanacross 
competitors from within Victoria.  It will be interesting to see how our regular khanacross 
competitors go in this event, and more to the point it will be interesting to see how the 
regular Championship competitors go as it will be the first Championship event on asphalt – 
all others are on grass or gravel.  It is fair to say that most of our members have never 
actually been to a khanacross, but this is the time that we need you – officials are needed as 
we will be carrying out at least two tests at the one time, so timekeepers and marshals are 
needed.  Both jobs are easy and do not require any previous experience. 
 

3. MID-WEEK WORKING BEES.  As most locals will be aware, Bill Jennings normally spends 
Wednesdays working at the track, in particular looking after the mowing of grass.  He is ably 
assisted by a couple of others on most Wednesdays, and to make life a little bit easier, we 
have just purchased another mower for the task.  Bill would be more than happy to welcome 
others to this small group.  The work is certainly not hard, and the atmosphere is probably 
more social than work.  However, do not come on days when it is raining! 
 

4. WORKING BEE/PRACTICE DAY.  Please note that our next Working Bee/Club Practice Day is 
on Saturday, June 5 – the Club Practice afternoon will this time be combined with the 
practice for the hill climb on the following day. 
 

5. CATERING AT OUR HILL CLIMB EVENTS.  As members are no doubt aware, we have been 
unable to find a person or persons who would be prepared to organise the Canteen for our 
events this year.  We have had a number of people offer to work in the Canteen during 
events, but no-one has been prepared to take on the position of organising the Canteen for 
events.  The organisation is the harder part, as in procuring all of the goods required to be 
sold in the Canteen, being responsible for the money involved, making sure that the Canteen 
is up to Local Council Health requirements, organising people to work in the Canteen, 
making sure that these people have undertaken a Food Handling Certificate course, whilst 
the supervisor has to undergo a Food Supervisors Certificate, etc..  As such, we have given 
up for this year.  What we have done instead is to organise a coffee van, which also sells 
other drinks and a limited range of food – we had this van, from Single Shot Double Shot in 
Morwell, at our recent hill climb, and everyone seemed to be happy with the arrangement, 
and with the food and drinks dispensed.  We have organised this service to be available at 
the rest of our hill climbs for this year.  The disadvantage to the Club is that we do not earn 
any income, but we are providing a service to our competitors and spectators. 

 
  



Club Championship Scoring – have your say    -Gordon Dowthwaite 

Having offered to keep the Club Championship Scoring, for the first time I had reason to look at the 
details of how it was calculated and, at least in my view, found it difficult, confusing and a little 
unfair. 
I have proposed to the Board a new method to calculate the Championship scores and the Board has 
decided to put this proposal to the members before being adopted.  Below is a brief explanation of 
the main problems I see in the existing system and my proposal. 
I do add that as a Regularity and SuperSprint competitor, events which are not part of the Club 
Championship, I have no vested interest in the scoring system – I just want to make it easier and 
fairer. 
 
There are 2 fundamental problems with the current scoring system 

1. It may not reward the faster driver  

For example, for Group N over 2000 on the Clockwise Double Loop track all drivers achieving 
times from 88.20 seconds to 89.05 seconds will get a championship score of 1.03. The 
slightly faster driver is not therefore recognised. 
 

2. It favours participation over timed results. 

Because ranking is calculated by lowest score, competitors are first grouped by the number 
of events they have run before ranking in numerical order (after the worst 2 results are 
dropped). Therefore, a competitor who has achieved the best possible results for all events 
run but missed 3, will rank lower than a competitor who has only missed 2 events, even if 
that competitor has run poor times at all those events. 
 

The proposed system intends to keep the concept that each competitor’s time is compared to the 
appropriate class record (which aims to have all classes on an even field for the club championship) 
while removing these 2 problems. 

1. Each actual time is modified based on a Class Lap Record comparison to give an Equivalent 

time. 

For those who want to check the maths…. each class record is compared to the track record. 
For example, for Clockwise Track (track record 43.11), Formula Ford (class record 54.00) the 
comparison is 43.11/54.00=0.7983.  A FF competitor achieving 55.26 will have their time 
multiplied by the comparison factor (55.26 x 0.7983 = 44.11) which gives an equivalent time 
relative to the track record. 

2. The top 28 competitors are then ranked by the equivalent time and awarded points 

according to that rank for the event. 

(40, 36, 33, 30, 28, 26, 24, 22, 20, 19, 18, 17, 16, 15, 14, 13, 12, 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1) 
As competitors now earn points by their result each event, a strong competitor who misses 
some events is still in the running for the club championship as is someone who may not be 
as quick but gets to more events – as with most motorsport championships! 

3. Class results are scored on the same scale from quickest time to slowest. 

 
If you wish to make any comments or suggestions or seek clarity, please contact Rhys or myself – 
email is best 
 
Gordon Dowthwaite: (gordon@dowthwaite.com.au) 

 

  



Report: Victorian Hill Climb Championship Round 4/GCC 

Championship Round 2: Sunday, April 18, 2021. -John Bryant 

A good field of over 70 competitors fronted up for this event, using for the first time in some years, 
the Clockwise Track with Double Loop.  The event was actually conducted by PIARC, but used, as is 
always the case, as a round of our Club Championship. Many records were set on the day, due in the 
main to the length of time since we used this configuration. 

The outright record was shattered by David Mahon from SA, in his Dallara Hyabusa, leaving it at 
66.85 seconds; Bill Roberts broke the Formula Vee record; Wim Janssen the Formula Libre  2001 and 
over record; Steven Weymouth-Wilson the Historic Group N up to 2000 record; Larry Kogge his own 
Historic Group N 2001 and over record; Keith Charman established a record for Historic Group M; 
Frank Bradley set a new time for Improved Production 2001 to 3000; Colin Newitt has his name in 
the books for the Clubman Sports Car class; Ian Speight for the Production Sports Cars 2A/2F class; 
Stuart Haverkort a new record for Sports Sedans 1601 to 2000; and Mirko Grbic for the Time Attack 
class.  Many of the old records were actually slower than one would have expected, but they are 
certainly not now – it will be a while before we see this many records set on this track configuration 
in one day. 

South Australian visitor David Mahon was the class of the day, winning the event by over 4 seconds 
from Pete Minahan (and I noticed that David has just won at Collingrove by the same margin last 
weekend).  Wim Janssen was next in third place, followed in fourth by Patrick Malanaphy (a broad 
speaking Irishman) driving a most unlikely hill climb car – a Yacar Cross K8 (look that up on the 
internet to see what it is!).  The car would look more at home in an off-road event, but it was 
extremely fast – I notice that the car is actually for sale on my105.com.  Fifth position was occupied 
by Mirko Grbic in his indecently fast Time Attack Lancer Evo, sixth by the evergreen Keith Wilson, 
with Mark Atkinson next in the very smoky Falkenberg Jinx.  Rhys Yeomans was running in Time 
Attack mode in this event, and took out eighth place, from Colin Newitt in ninth and Daniel Rikken in 
position 10. 

There were eleven open-wheeler cars, which is good, and seven Minis competing, which is unusual.  
Non-Log Booked Cars was the largest class, with 18 competitors.  This is a class for cars where the 
drivers do not score points in the Victorian Hill Climb Championship, as they do not have a Log Book 
for their car – time to get a Log Book organised drivers – it is not hard to do!  It is unfortunate, but 
there is not much that can be done about it, that there were five classes with only one entrant, and 
a few others with just two – Larry Kogge was happy at the previous event when two cars were 
entered in his class, but back to one again. 

PIARC had some interesting rescues to make at this event.  Ewen Moile left the track in the 
Bumblebee and caused such damage that he was unable to continue.  Mark Atkinson spread part of 
the ancillaries of his engine all over the track, but was able to repair the damage and continue for 
the rest of the day.  Tyson Cull managed to drop the tail shaft out of the Falcon on his second run – 
an unusual problem and one that I have not seen at any of our events previously – this put him out 
for the day.   Terry Selwyn completed two runs before he managed to spread a drive shaft all over 
the track.  With these four problems, we probably lost the best part of half an hour in retrieval, thus 
reducing the number of runs for the day. 

The results for the event can be found in this edition of Valve Bounce.  The next round of the VHCC 
will be held at One Tree Hill in Ararat in mid-June – this is the weekend when open-wheeler drivers 
have the weekend off as the track is not licenced for their vehicles.  The next round of our Club 
Championship is on June 6: entries are available on the Motorsport Australia website. 



Some photos of the hillclimb of April 18th, courtesy Scott Seddon: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Report: Sandown 6-hr       -Scott Seddon 

Ed: The Porsche Club of Victoria ran the Sandown Mobil 360 Regularity event on the 11th of April, on 
a weekend of wet and dismal weather. A team from the Gippsland Car Club took part: Scott Seddon 
relates the tale: 
 
The Sandown 6-hour started with a Saturday afternoon entry and scrutiny followed by a short, one 
hour session on track to get our heads around estimated times. We had a team of 4 drivers so that 
meant 15 mins each: around 5 laps with an in and out lap. The first 3 drivers got a dry track but then 
it bucketed down on Rob to finish the day before the session was red-flagged. We then had a guess 
at some times and did our best to keep dry. I failed at that. 
Come Sunday morning, the track opened at 7:30am and we got together to revisit the times based 
on the weather forecast. We all agreed that there were going to be good dry laps through the day 
and it was best to keep or times unchanged: we didn’t know that was a bad idea.  
The event started behind a safety car and medium rain and from there the track was never dry at 
any time during the day. There were a few times when a dry line looked like a possibility but then 
the rain came again and snuffed that out pretty quickly. In true Melbourne fashion we had sun, rain 
and hail throughout the 6 hours. 
 
The result is based on points and laps: you get points based on how close your actual lap time is to 
your nominated lap time. It’s adjusted for laps so there is equal opportunity for slower cars doing 
less laps to compete with faster cars doing more laps. As a team we came 9th overall after the 
winners were disqualified. We got the most out of the weekend with only 4 teams doing more laps 
than us. (Ed: I would call that a brilliant result, given the conditions: congratulations!) 
 
A regularity is a team event and not like a sprint race: you all work together to try and achieve a 
result based on consistency. Anyone can pull off a fast lap if they try enough, it’s harder to do lots of 
laps of the same time, especially in traffic. There were 30 teams which means 30 cars on the track at 
all times, so there are always faster and slower cars running together. 
 
If you haven't tried a regularity event, I would suggest it’s something to put on the ‘to do’ list. You 
get a lot of time on the great tracks: Sandown, Phillip Island and Winton, with the bonus of doing it 
with mates.  
 

 
 

 

 

Matt 

Scott in the wet… 

Ed: more photos next page 



 

 

  

Rob 

…and surprisingly, Scott in the dry 

Mick 



The Almost Renault F2 Engine           -Bill Freame. 

Way back over 40 years ago there 
were active Formula racing classes in 
this country. Formula Pacific was for 
1600cc engines of a free formula 
consideration that permitted twin-
cam engines from Toyota and from 
Ford, with the BDD particularly 
favoured. This Formula had replaced 
the Formula 5000s as the premium 
open-wheel class, competing for the 
CAMS Gold Star Championship. The 
next level down was Formula 2, a 
more restrictive class limited by only 
allowing single camshaft production 

engines, with the capacity again restricted to 1600cc. This attracted Toyota Celica and Holden 
Gemini OHC motors that used rocker arms to operate the opposing valves in a hemispherical 
combustion chamber. However, the most popular and successful engine was from the VW Golf 
which used the OHC camshaft operating directly on the valve buckets with the valves all in a 
straight line and the ports and all the manifolding all on only one side of the cylinder head. 

Despite its success in racing, this was most certainly not 
an ideal configuration for any race engine! Let me list 
just some of the shortcomings of the various 1600cc 
engine options, starting with the very popular VW Golf 
engine:  

• The cylinder bore is only 79.5 with an 80mm 
stroke 

• This means the piston has a very tall 
compression height because (in my opinion) the 
connecting rod is too short for racing, thus not 
the most desirable rod/ stroke ratio that could 
have been used.  

• Then there is the cylinder head. Vertical valves 
in a ‘Bathtub’ combustion chamber went out with 
button-up boots, or thereabouts! Not the best way of 
encouraging maximum combustion chamber filling, 
especially as the inlet gases need to turn a tight corner of 90 degrees before they even 
get to the inlet valve.  

• With all the ports on the same side of the cylinder head, the heat of the exhaust 
extraction plumbing must influence the inlet manifold gas temperatures, when 
compared to a crossflow head design.  

• Finally, there is the cast iron cylinder block that is rugged, but heavier than we want a 
race engine to be. 

 
Jack Godbeyher developed a Gemini G161Z engine because that has an 82mm bore and a 75mm 
stroke, however the water thermostat is attached to the No1 cylinder inlet manifold plumbing, 
always overheating the intake air for that cylinder. The Toyota Celica 2T engine has an 85mm 
bore and a 70mm stroke, so is starting to measure up like a race engine should, however, they  

              VW Golf 1600 OHC motor 

F2 in action 



were heavy and didn’t seem to produce the power required, against the Golf engine. 

 

Those engines mentioned above were all originally manufactured as 1600cc engines, yet the rule 
book, as it was written, permitted an engine to be increased or reduced in capacity to achieve 
the 1600cc limit. While I was still working at Repco about 40 years ago, some of my 
knowledgeable co-workers felt they could build a far better Formula 2 engine.  

Don Halpin and Ruggero Giannini were the main players behind this unofficial project. Don was 
even then still very actively involved in supplying Repco Brabham engine spares all around the 
world, as well as having been building and maintaining F5000 engines for Alfredo Costanzo, and 
Commodore V8 engines for several touring car teams, all in his spare time! Ruggero had been a 
quality engine parts manufacturer and FIAT modifier in Rome, Italy, before he immigrated with 
his family to Australia in the early ‘70s. The Giannini company-modified FIATS were almost as 
well-known as the Abarth-modified ones, despite them manufacturing and supplying their 
identical engine parts to the Abarth company under contract of supply for many, many years. 

There were also others involved with not much more than enthusiasm in the F2 project, but as 
they are all still alive, I won’t name them: only Don and Ruggero have passed away at this time. 
Through Don’s many motorsport contacts, he had a racer who was prepared to pay the bills that 
would supply him an (race-winning) engine that would comply with the F2 rules. Ruggero 
somehow sourced and quickly provided a two-litre Renault R20 TS engine, which is an 
aluminium engine with a big port, crossflow cylinder head that should have easily been able to 
provide sufficient breathing at the speeds it would be spun to! Its design using a ‘wet-sleeve’ 
aluminium block would also help keep the weight lower than the other engines in the class. With 
a bigger bore than any others used, a shorter-stroke crankshaft was designed, with all the 
throws to be fully counterbalanced. Don and Ruggero surmised that with a big bore of 88mm, a 
short-stroke engine with magnificent port flow should comfortably be able to out-rev all the 
other engines and also produce more usable BHP. 

A suitable round billet of EN36 steel was purchased and three centres were machined into each 
end at the required journal locations. This crankshaft was to be machined in a big lathe we had 
in the Repco machine shop we were attached to. It was not to be machined during working 
hours, at any time. The standard 80mm stroke crank would be replaced by this steel crank of our 
own manufacture, of 65.7mm stroke, fully counterbalanced, with considerable journal overlap 
providing much strength and with reduced inertia. Longer connecting rods could be utilized to 
further improve the rod angularity and reduce the compression height of the new pistons that I 
would manufacture, including a suitable very lumpy crown-shape to provide the high 
compression ratio we wanted. 

Gemini G161Z cylinder head Toyota T2 engine 



Let me explain about machining a four-cylinder crankshaft from a round billet of steel. The crank 
throw journals two and three should be the first to be roughed out, before roughing out journals 
one and four, as that gives it maximum rigidity. As the billet is rotating about 33mm (a long way) 
off its centreline, there needs to be counter balancing to keep the whole rotating mass in 
balance. This is included for the grinding of the journals in any crankshaft grinding machine, but 
there’s usually not much provision to do that in a normal centre lathe. Trial-and-error got it close 
enough that the lathe wouldn’t walk across the floor and out the door due to violent vibration. 
Roughing out with a parting tool required interrupted plunge cuts of almost 70mm deep and the 
operator will likely be showered with hot chips on his hands and down his neck. Then the five 
main journals were roughed out last. 

While the crank was in the process of being rough turned, 
the engine was dismantled for inspection and further 
discussion. As the production wet sleeves were 
unsupported at the top of the block, it was finally decided 
that an aluminium plate could be added at the top of the 
block to support the top of the sleeves and prevent them 
from walking around during extreme loadings at maximum 
revs. Thus, the head gasket would only be required to seal 
the gases, without fretting, not to also locate and support 
the sleeves, as happens with the Renault factory production 
design. There was some considerable discussion and re-
reading of the rules to ensure the correct interpretation 
was being adhered to. The high compression pistons would 
only be made when the final specification of rod length, 
(cam grind) valve timing and head volume were eventually 
decided, by committee. 

With the nearly roughed-out crankshaft almost ready for 
stress relieving, the project ground to a halt. Either the 
driver lost interest or his money source dried up because 
progress just ceased immediately one evening and failed to 
proceed any further. I never found out why it stopped.  Don 
had gas flowed the head with very good figures obtained 
and the block had been suitably modified to support the 
sleeves. A billet aluminium dry sump was nearing 
completion and as a serious competition engine it was 
looking magnificently threatening. Keeping it all ‘in house’ 
had kept it a very successful secret from the other Formula 
2 competitors and the CAMS administrators. 

I think all the Renault engine parts and the roughed out shorter crankshaft were removed by a 
very disappointed Ruggero, to places unknown. The Repco workshop remained a harmonious 
place, with no unpleasantness exhibited between the Renault F2 conspirators. I think it would 
have been a very successful F2 engine - it had all the right ingredients of good breathing and 
light weight.  

 

 

Bill’s high compression F2 Toyota 
Celica pistons, showing extensive 
internal machining to remove 
weight, and ‘big lump’ crown. 

Photo: Bill Freame 



Targa Pt 2: So, how did you go?            -Ian Maud 

 
This seems to be the inevitable question when someone finds you’ve been away with Targa 
Tasmania – which is understandable: everyone in motorsport wants to compare with someone else 
– the need for competition and so forth. But if you’ll indulge me for a while, I’d like to take the 
opportunity to tell you the tale of a couple of ‘Aussie Battlers’ and a little of our week running 
around Tassie.  
To put our team’s efforts into perspective, you should first realize that Targa attracts a wide range of 
participants: at one extreme you have the handful of backyard do-it-yourselfers’ driving one of their 
own classics they’ve laboured over for months in preparation; they sleep in caravan park cabins; eat 
take-aways in the evenings (lunches are provided for Targa competitors); and either carry a handful 
of spares and tools in the boot, or have a mate(s) chasing them around the state in someone’s ute 
donated for the week. They do everything for themselves, and come home weary but hopefully 
happy at the end of the week. I think I’d put our team into this category. Sadly, this version of a 
Targa competitor seems to be slowly disappearing.  
 
In the middle of the range we have a fairly well-to-do crew in a newer vehicle - probably a BMW or a 
performance Japanese car; accommodation in motels; eat at cafes and restaurants in the evening; 
and have a well set-up service crew in a dedicated van or utility. Excluding disaster, things are 
reasonably easy for these crews. 
 
And then, there are the top-of-the line crews. 
Most of these are in the ‘Touring’ or ‘T’ – class, 
which is untimed and supposedly not 
competitive. Others are in the main event, and 
may be anywhere from tail-enders to front-
runners. These crews have bought into a Targa 
package: they run a current or very late model 
vehicle which in some cases isn’t theirs, being 
leased or borrowed from a supplier, which may 
be a manufacturer or similar; they sleep in the 
best hotels in town; catering is arranged for 
them wherever they stop; and have a very well-
equipped service crew in a dedicated van or 
truck with team signwriting. The drivers fly in at 
the start of the week, complete the event and fly 
home again, leaving others to clean up and sort 
things out. Theirs is a world apart from the first category of crew, sharing little in common apart 
from the course and the unifying dream of going quickly and winning their class.  

 
Two of my FIAT club mates, Phil and Paul, had 
entered several previous Targa Tasmanias in Phil’s 
rapid 131 sedan, but Paul had some important 
tasks at work and couldn’t get way this year, so 
Jeremy (from SA) joined the team as navigator, 
supported by Bill and Shayne as service crew: this 

Jack & Vin on the top step of the podium at Targa 
High Country, 2019.  

Phil and Jeremy at Targa in the 131  

Photo: angrymanphotography.com.au 



team and ‘ours’ worked together during the week, which turned out to be an excellent arrangement. 
 
I was asked to join another motorsport tragic, Tony, as service crew for Jack and Vin.  These two are 
‘more experienced’ competitors (they’re both in their 70s!) in a car owned by Jack they had 
prepared themselves. Now, if you made a comprehensive list of all the cars you would consider using 
in motorsport, arranged in rank of desirability, then I think it’s a fair bet you wouldn’t have even 
included this vehicle: it is…a Mitsubishi Sigma! (I’ll pause here while you re-read that – yes, it was 

correct: a Sigma. That car you probably wished 
mum and dad would trade up from into 
something cooler, like a Torana, a Commodore, 
or...anything, really!)  
I should own up that this wasn’t just any Sigma: 
it has been prepared by Jack years ago to run 
under Group C regulations, apparently just in 
time for that category to be dropped. Jack and 
Vin campaigned Jack’s potent Abarth 750 for 
many years, both frightening and doubtlessly 
upsetting other crews they left in their wake, 

but this was getting a little old, valuable and 
potentially over-stressed for events such as Targa, 
so the Sigma was hauled out and much panel and 
other work was done to revert it back to what 
looks very much like an innocent family car from 
the 80s. Even the turbo went, in the name of 
tractability. Jack is an accomplished suspension 
engineer, and the wise emphasis was put on good 
handling along Tassie’s sometimes bumpy roads, 
and ease of driveability.  
 
Jack and Vin are cousins, and enjoy competing 
together in these events. They have enough miles 
under their belts to know not to take outlandish risks, 
but to complete each stage with pace tempered by 
measured bravado, while some of their competition succumb to breakages or assisted by burying 
their motorsport marvel into the Tasmanian wilderness somewhere.  
 
Before the event even began, there was a hiccup. Vin’s wife fell ill, so he needed to fly home, leaving 
the team navigator-less. After obtaining the blessing of the event administration, a replacement was 
sought. Jack and Vin have competed in nearly all of the Targa Tasmania rallies over its 29-year 
history, and thankfully have met and befriended many people. One such gent came to mind: a local 
Hobartarian who had both driven and navigated in previous Targas: a late-night phone call and 
Graeme joined the team.  
 
Tony and I were ‘newbies’ to Targa. Our job was straightforward enough. We were to be everywhere 
when needed; carry everything (in Vin’s 4WD ute); navigate our way around the state to leapfrog 
from the end of one stage to the next; be able to repair anything under any conditions; help shop, 
cook and refuel; share a 4-person bunkroom smaller than some people’s bathroom; and get up 
between four and five o’clock each day, ready and willing to do it all over again! Simple. The day the 
event left Strahan and headed for Hobart, we were up at 4:30am; breakfasted, packed and away in 
the dark by 5:20am. We were using the same road as the special stages, so had to clear this before it 

Jack’s potent Abarth 750. 

The mighty Sigma at Targa High Country 



was closed, ready for competition. And so we found ourselves climbing a winding, wet and 
sometimes greasy road through the Tasmania wilderness, in the dark, with rain, fog, a fairly full load, 
towing a tandem trailer, the occasional small tree across the road, and the ever-present threat of a 
traffic-ignorant marsupial launching itself at us from the bushes. What could possibly go wrong? 
Perhaps surprisingly, nothing! We had a good run, arriving at Queenstown still well before dawn, 
and serviced both cars when they came through. 
 
As events conspired, we were needed. On the last stage of day one we had to perform a rapid fix 
when the alternator decided to come loose on its fittings, breaking the top mount. After swapping 
various components and performing some improvised surgery, the mighty Sigma made its way back 
to parc ferme before any penalties fell due. This repair was going to come back and haunt us later in 
the event, as the charge rate became erratic, necessitating a lengthy drive in the dusk without 
headlights, and an alternator swap performed (thankfully!) under the cover of a picnic shelter, while 
the skies dumped rain on us yet again. In another triumph of haste and determination, we got the 
car down on the ground and back to parc ferme, again without penalty.  
Our last challenge came on the very last day, as of course it would. Jack and Graeme were leading 
their class by a sizeable margin, and the team were feeling warily confident of success. We dropped 
them at the waterfront where the cars were held overnight, had a quick look around the Sigma, and 
headed off to the Huon Valley to make certain we would be ready to greet them when they finished 
the first stage, in case we were needed. A good plan. But not to come to fruition, as it happened! 
About 20 minutes down the highway, we received an excited call: “The car won’t start!” – every 
Service Crew’s nightmare!  
We dashed back (legally) to Hobart, and joined the handful of fellow competitors unsuccessfully 
trying to push start the Sigma, inside the warehouse where it had been parked with the other cars, 
who had by now nearly all left. It wasn’t co-operating, so this necessitated a mercy dash to the 
nearest Bursons store for a tow rope and can of ‘Start, Ya Bastard!’ (Amusingly, the lady behind the 
counter said she had been expecting Targa crews to come visiting that morning!) On return to the 
waterfront, with months of preparation and so-nearly-achieved goals slipping away from us, the 
Sigma was unceremoniously hooked up, force-fed a decent gulp of aerosol, and towed along 
Salamanca Place, where of course the famous market just happened to be in full swing with a crowd 
of pedestrians moving all around us – until it yielded, coughed out a cloud of smoke and returned to 
its former high-performance mode.  
The tow rope was dropped, and Jack and Graeme shot off while we packed up and headed after 
them. Soon we received a phone text – they had made the start, with six cars left before car 99. To 
explain the significance of this: there were over 300 entrants in this year’s event - if you don’t arrive 
to run in sequence with your class, you have to take your place at the end of the field. If car 99 – the 
sweep car – has left, the stage is closed, and you’re out. The boys made it with just six cars 
remaining: whew! As events transpired, they received no penalty for arriving late, and went on to 
claim their class in both Targa Tasmania, and, due to their earlier exploits this season, also took out 
their category in the overall championship, so they are now the Motorsport Australia Targa 
Champions for the Thoroughbred Trophy division! Not bad at all for a Sigma, beating several other, 
more ‘usual’ marques.  
 
 
Footnote: it was an even more successful week, as Phil & Jeremy finished 8th in the hotly contested 
Classic category, winning 2nd place in the Motorsport Australia Targa Championship.  
 
 

 

 

 



Targa Pt 3: how not to service your vehicle!                -Ian Maud 
 
The role of the service crew in Targa is to chase the competing cars around the course, generally 
leap-frogging around the special stages and waiting patiently on the roadside for their competitor, 
so as to be ready for any eventuality that should arise. In the six days of Targa last week, we saw all 
manner of crews, support vehicles, and strategies used – some obviously very well-funded. What did 
surprise me was the number of times we saw a supposedly semi-professional service crew doing 
something that would have earned the ire of the Clerk of Course at a club level meeting. Such as: 

• Crews that set up on the roadside, often adjacent to double white lines, then pulled their 
Targa car up so they had two wheels still on the road, forcing others to go around them. 
They would then also refuel or talk to the driver which meant standing out on the road, 
blocking the lane. 

• Targa Tasmania this year was wet or damp for most of the event – a couple of regular crews 
labelled it as the worst conditions they had endured. On one stage the competitors had to 
drive over a short section of clay road before regaining the bitumen, laying down a sheet of 
wet, slippery clay on the sealed road. And where did some service crews set up? On the 
outside edge of a tight, downhill, off-camber corner adjacent to the clay-covered bitumen, 
where a car could easily have slid off. Not thinking ahead. 

• One crew set up at a T-junction, right at the ‘mouth’ of the intersection, blocking the cars 
from seeing the Give Way sign, and restricting their view of approaching traffic.  

• The driver who got out of his Porsche and began refuelling the car himself, from a jerry can 
he held. This means his fireproof race suit is becoming saturated with flammable gases – 
something we’re told not to do, even at club level. But not to be outdone… 

• One crew parked their van on the very edge of the road, opening a side door to reveal a 200-
litre drum of fuel, probably 105-octane ‘rocket fuel’ as many were running. This is highly 
volatile, so carrying 200 litres of it in an enclosed van – with passengers - is risky to begin 
with. When their cars arrived, they parked next to the van, and a long hose was used for 
refuelling. I looked around at one stage and noticed their worker had the nozzle in the open 
fuel filler of their car that was still hot from the recent special stage; the filler was almost 
directly above the exhaust tips…and the car was still running!  

• And lastly: it’s not exactly a service crew error, but check out the ‘Parting Shot’ this month 
for another remarkable incident! 



 
Ed: you might like to return briefly to the February 2021 edition of VB for a refresh: this is part two of the article 
that appeared in the Feb magazine.  



 
 
  

 

 

 PO Box 199 Trafalgar Vic 3824 

Bryant Park track was asphalted by Fowlers Asphalting 
For domestic and industrial asphalting services, please call 03 56332918 



Ed: you may recall some time ago I wrote a couple of articles about cheating in motorsport – focusing 
on those at the top level, who were very good at it! Steve Schmidt has referred me to a couple of web 
sites that detail some more impressive examples of illegal activities. My apologies if they appear a 
little piecemeal: I have had to compile them from a number of screen shots, and the original article 
itself appears incomplete and a little disjointed.       mark the worst of these interruptions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

…?! 

…?! 

…?! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

…?! 

The Fury/Scott Bluebird Turbo. 

Source: usa.nissannews.com 

 

Source: https://www.pressreader.com/australia/australian-muscle-car/20180701/282991105678878 

 



 

 

 

Source:  https://www.v8sleuth.com.au/confirmed-the-secret-gearbox-in-moffats-rx7/  
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Ed: this article is reproduced with kind permission of the AOMC. It appeared originally on the Shannons 
website, and was written by Mark Oastler. 



  



 



  



 



 

 

 

 

 

CLUB MEMBER PROFILE:        Ernie Corry 

 

• Your name: Ernie Corry   

 

• Years of membership of GCC: 37 

 

• Cars of interest owned: various Toranas; ‘66 HR; 186S 4-speed; 

VE Gp 3; SS HT ute retro;  

 

• Your first car was: a 1967 HR Holden 

 

• The best car you ever owned was: a VC Valiant sedan, with 265 

ci motor… or the WK Holden Grange. 

 

• The worst car you ever owned was: 1972 Mini Clubman 

 

• Your biggest car-related disaster: Bathurst Australian Hillclimb Championships (early 90s) – was 

the fastest car in the class, then hit the wall at The Cutting and destroyed the car. 

 

• Your greatest moment in motoring was: driving at Bathurst 

 

• Your most-admired driver is (and why?): Tomas Mezera: seems like a nice man. 

 

• Your favourite driving circuit/track/road/area, & why: Gippsland Park, just a great place. 

 

• A phrase you say regularly: F*@#k!! 

 

• Finish the sentence: I will die satisfied if......all my kids grow old 

 

• What is something few GCC members would know about you? I’m a big softy at heart 

 

• Who or what do you think has been a great influence in your life? My dad.  

And a faithful Land Rover enthusiast: The Queen 
apparently still drives herself around the royal estates 
in her beloved Land Rover. 



…and a couple of parting shots: 
This is a bit different to the usual photos I leave you with, but it’s an image that left us stunned at 
Targa Tasmania. After completing the Hellyer Gorge stage, competitors came to a T-junction where 
they joined a main highway with trucks, motorhomes and B-doubles whooshing by at 100kph+. This 
was adjacent to the area where we were servicing – thankfully, in a gravel area removed from the 
road traffic. Competitors would arrive briskly at the junction, watch for traffic, then head off down 
the highway for the next stage near Zeehan. And then…to our amazement…one chap and his 
missus/girlfriend/whatever arrived at the intersection in their pretty Ferrari, pulled to the centre of 
the road as if to turn right….and stopped! The motor was turned off; they got out of the car, waved 
to friends, called over someone with a leaf blower to remove the fine gravel caught up in their 
wheels, talked for a few moments to people they knew, then casually got back into the car and 
continued! At any moment a line of fast-moving, adrenalin-rich Targa cars could have come flying 
out of the corner behind them, or a truck may have needed to turn into the road…whatever! We 
couldn’t fathom how you could be so dismissive of what was happening around you. Clearly, all levels 

of driver were present at this year’s event! And that’s a nice way of putting it.       
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And Steve Schmidt has provided this photo from the last hillclimb to record for posterity that no less 
than seven minis were competing: this means they made up nearly 10% of the field. It’s been a long 
time since we’ve seen such a high proportion of minis! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

SUPPORTERS AND ADVERTISERS INDEX 
These businesses support our club!! Make sure we support them! 

 

Name Product Contact Details  

Moe Parklands Motel Accommodation 03 5127 3344  
stay@moeparklandsmotel.com.au 

 

BTR Machining and 
Cylinder heads 

Dyno tuning, engine 
rebuilds, race prep, general 
repairs 

03 5134 4023 
simon@btrmorwell.com.au 

 

Penrite Oils  Oils and lubricants www.penritetopclass.com.au 
 

 

Fowlers Asphalting Roadmaking 03 5633 2918 
admin@fowlersasphalting.com.au 

 

Arrow Linemarking Linemarking 0458 882 353 
arrowlinemarking@y7mail.com 

 

Alfa Motorsport 
Fibreglass 

Automotive repairs info@alfamotorsportfibreglass.com.au  

O’Connell’s tyres Suspension, front end, 
brakes, shocks 

03 5126 2822 
Facebook presence 
https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/ 

 

James Lambert  
 

Photography James Lambert @SJLambert6  

Jim Jones  
 

Photography Jim Jones Jamar Imaging.net  

SPIN Media 
 

Photography and video ncardwell@spinmelbourne.com  

Trafalgar Auto Elec 
 

Auto Electrics 56332062  

Capaldo Automotive 
Repairs 

Mechanical, alignment and 
MX 5 specialist 

5134 4328 Ask for Steve  

Peter Weaver Msport 
Photography 

Photography 0438 109 027 
peter.weaver@speedway.net.au 

 

http://www.penritetopclass/
https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/
mailto:peter.weaver@speedway

