
 

 

VALVE BOUNCE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Gippsland Car Club Inc PO Box 493, Morwell, 3840 A3759. ABN 76 691 013 424 

• Website: gippslandcarclub.com.au 

• Track: Bryant Park, Bill Schulz Drive, Yallourn, 3852.  

• All contents © Gippsland Car Club 2020 

DECEMBER, 
2020 

Bryant Park again echoes to the sounds of motorsport! 2020 was a year many would 

like to forget, but we’ve made it through and we’re back racing, with good people, 

great cars, and Australia’s foremost hillclimb venue: what’s not to like?! 

Enjoy a fantastic Christmas and best wishes from the GCC Board for a wonderful 

gathering with family and friends and a refreshing break– see you all back in 2021.  
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GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB VISION:  To inspire and enable people to participate in motor sport. 

 

GIPPSLAND CAR CLUB MISSION:  To provide affordable motor sporting experiences for people of all 

abilities in a safe and friendly environment.   
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CALENDAR 2020 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGES TO THE CALENDAR:   

• The GCC 2020 Annual General Meeting for election of office bearers, etc, has now been 
cancelled, and will be rescheduled on a date to be determined at some time in the future.   

• The canteen will not operate at any events in 2020 

• Tentative dates for the Victorian Hill Climb Championship rounds for 2021 have been 
included on the Calendar – these dates will be finalised in the near future. 
 

 
DECEMBER 
Saturday to Sunday 12/13 Shannons Nationals at Sandown 
Sunday 13   GCC Club Khanacross at Bryant Park 
Saturday 19   Private track hire 
  
 
CALENDAR 2021 
 
 
JANUARY 
Tuesday 5 Valve Bounce Collation 
Tuesday 12 Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Sunday 17 VHCC Round 1 at Rob Roy 
Friday to Sunday, 24/26 TCR Australia at Symmons Plains 
Saturday to Sunday, 30/31 TCR Australia at Baskerville 
 
FEBRUARY 
Tuesday 2 Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 5/7 Supercars at Bathurst 
Tuesday 9 Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Thursday to Sunday, 11/15 Mansfield High Country Holden Nationals 
Saturday 13 VHCC Round 2 at Bryant Park 
Saturday to Sunday, 20/21 Shannons Nationals AND Australian Superbike Championship at 

Phillip Island 
Friday to Sunday 25/28 Supercars at Bathurst 
Saturday 27 Targa Florio at Bryant Park 
Saturday to Sunday, 27/28 OzEnduro Cup at Winton 
 
MARCH 
Tuesday 2 Valve Bounce collation 
Tuesday 9 Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Thursday to Sunday, 18/21 Australian Grand Prix at Albert Park 
Saturday to Sunday. 27/28 VHCC Round 3 at Mt Leura, Camperdown 
 
APRIL  
Friday to Sunday2/4 Shannons Nationals/TCR Australia at Bathurst 
Tuesday 6 Valve Bounce collation 
Saturday to Sunday, 10/11 Supercars at Symmons Plains, Tasmania 
Tuesday 13  Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Sunday 18 VHCC Round 4 at Bryant Park (PIARC) 
Monday to Saturday, 19/24 Targa Tasmania 
Saturday to Sunday, 25/26 Ford Four Track Hire at Bryant Park 
Friday 30 to Sunday May 2 Shannons Nationals/TCR Australia at Sydney Motorsport Park 
 
MAY 
Saturday 1   Impreza WRX Club track hire at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 4   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 7/9  Supercars at The Bend, SA 
Tuesday 11   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 



Friday 14 GCC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICE 
BEARERS, CLUBROOMS, 7.OO P.M. 

Saturday to Sunday 22/23 Historic Winton 
Saturday to Sunday, 29/30 Supercars at Winton 
 
JUNE 
Tuesday 1   Valve Bounce collation 
Saturday to Sunday, 5/6  VHCC Round 5 at One Tree Hill, Ararat 
Tuesday 13   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Friday to Sunday, 11/13  Australian Endurance Championship Round 2 at Winton 
Friday to Sunday, 18/20  Supercars at Hidden Valley, NT 
Friday to Sunday, 25/27  Shannons Nationals/TCR Australia at Morgan Park 
 
JULY 
Sunday 4   VHCC Round 6 at TAFE Logic Centre, Wodonga 
Tuesday 6   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday, 9/11  Supercars at Townsville, FNQ 
Tuesday 13   Board Meeting 
 
AUGUST 
Tuesday 3   Valve Bounce collation 
Tuesday 10   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Friday to Sunday, 20/22  Supercars at Sydney Motorsport Park 
Sunday 22   VHCC Round 7 at Broadford 
 
SEPTEMBER 
Sunday 5   Austin 7 Club OST at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 7   Valve Bounce collation 
Friday to Sunday 10/12  Shannons Nationals/TCR Australia at Sandown 
Saturday to Sunday, 11/12 Supercars at Waneroo, WA 
Tuesday 14   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Sunday 19   MOTORSPORT AUSTRALIA Club Challenge at Bryant Park 
 
OCTOBER 
Sunday 3   Kyneton Car Club track hire at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 5   Valve Bounce collation 
Thursday to Sunday, 7/10 Bathurst 1000 
Tuesday 12   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
Friday to Sunday 15/17  Shannons Nationals at The Bend 
Saturday 16   MG Car Club track hire at Bryant Park 
Friday to Sunday, 22/24  Australian MotoGP at Phillip Island 
 
NOVEMBER 
TBA November or December TCR Australia Bathurst International 
Wednesday 3   Valve Bounce collation 
Saturday to Sunday, 6/7  Supercars in Auckland, NZ 
Tuesday 9   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
 
DECEMBER 
Friday to Sunday, 3/5  Supercars at Surfers Paradise, Qld 
Saturday 4   GCC Multiclub Twilight Hill Climb at Bryant Park 
Tuesday 7   Valve Bounce collation 
Tuesday 14   Board Meeting, 7.00 p.m. 
 
 
NOTE:   
• All dates shown above are subject to change - please check with the organisers of the events to confirm the dates.   

• Events shown as Bold are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Club Championship (some of these dates may be changed)  

• Events shown as Bold Italics are rounds of the Gippsland Car Club Khanacross Championship.    

• GCC Practice Days are for members and associate members only, and will run from 1.00 pm until 4.00 pm. 

• If you believe that any of the dates listed are incorrect, please contact John Bryant and they will be amended. 



Editorial Ponderings:  

You may have noticed a change at the top of the Board Members’ list this 
edition. A casualty of the COVID-19 lockdown this year was the lack of a 
club AGM, at which members would be elected. This meant that serving 
Board members have had to continue, even though some may have 
intended to step down at the AGM. Fred, Janet and now Chairman Mick 
have each decided to retire during the quiet time of COVID restrictions. A 
number of people have stepped into these positions, at least to get us to 
the next AGM, where YOU will have an opportunity to join the Board. 

On a similar note, I am always surprised at how little some car club 
members know about how their club is run, and the work that goes 
into it. In our case, it seems many members rock up to a hillclimb, run 
for the day then leave, without realising the paperwork that lead to 
the day happening; the working bees to prepare the venue; the 
government and MA regulations to be met; the volunteers that were 
there from early morning to set up cones, timing, barriers, etc – and of 
course, to pack it all up at the end of the day; others who stand 
outside in all weathers to line up cars, check safety matters, run the 
canteen…the list is seemingly endless! How did you think this all 
happened – the hillclimb fairies?  

When these tasks keep falling onto the same shoulders, enthusiasm 
can be tested. For 2021, when you’re making your other New Year 
resolutions you don’t intend to keep, why not resolve to join the club 
Board? Or offer to help? Or arrive early to help set up…or pack up? Or, 
do a short MA course and become one of our accredited officials – all 
these will help carry our marvellous club into through the coming 
years.  

 

And before I forget this…with the coming of the festive season, reflection on the year past, and all 
that: this has been a HUGE year at the editorial keyboard. I just happened to take over the reins 
from the masterful Bill Revill at a time when COVID restrictions kicked in, and motorsport ceased. 

Faced with the prospect of many GCC people sitting at home in isolation, 
wanting to keep contact with the membership and maintain the appetite for 
motoring, the task of generating a monthly VB swelled as there were no 
longer event supp regs, results and photos to fill the pages. From a 
moderately-demanding task, there was now 44 pages to fill each four 
weeks! Now, the point to all this rambling (hooray!) is I’d like to offer an 
ENORMOUS thank you to all those people who wrote articles, sent in 
pictures, referred me to items of interest, my fellow magazine editors 
around the country (and in one case, overseas) who generously allowed me 

to pilfer items, and those of you who went out of your way to be complimentary about VB and 
provided encouragement to keep going. I mentioned before how there are people behind the scenes 
keeping this club going. You may not have thought about this, but each month I send the final VB 
copy in pdf form to John Bryant and his wonderful wife Carol, who print it all off, collate it, address 
it, and post it. While sometimes there are helpers, this year due to isolation the job has fallen to the 
long-suffering John and Carol, and I’d like to heartily thank them both on behalf of the Club. 



We’re back to running events so there is now a trickle of results and 
so on to occupy some pages. While I hope to continue to provide 
other items of motoring interest, this has relied heavily this past year 
on contributors such as my good mate and leading engineer Bill 
Freame; the widely-experienced Bill Revill, and of course, the reliable 
John Bryant, with his magnificent recollections of the early days of 
motorsport with the GCC, and Australia generally. Thank you all for 

your items and support during the past year.        

 

 

And now, to return to our normal programming: 

It seems to my sometimes-blinkered view of motorsport that it is often not so much a competition 
between enthusiastic drivers as it is between wallets. The reality is that no matter where you fall in 
the hierarchy, there will always be people with more funds than you, and people less well-off than 
you are: how you view the ‘unfairness’ of this situation is arguably a reflection of your character.  

When I began competing in motorsport (are you comfortable there on my knee, sunny boy?) the 
‘done thing’ was to drive your road-registered car to the track, generally arriving weathered and 
partially deaf from hours of roofless motoring on the high side of 4,000 rpm plus along the highway, 
arrive, toss (gently!) out the girlfriend, unpack the boot, pump up the tyres, and go racing. At the 
end of the day, the process was reversed and you arrived home fairly well knackered but having 
enjoyed yourself sufficiently that you would turn around and do it all over again in a couple of 
weeks. And quite possibly with another girlfriend, if today’s companion turned out to be less than 
impressed by the day’s experience. How could that be? Anyway… 

After an enforced break from competing while waiting for the wallet to cool after house building, 
starting a family – the usual fund-sucking life events – I was taken aback to find the Phillip Island pits 
for a club sprint full of semi-professional level race cars, enclosed trailers and marquees. Almost 
everyone now trailered to the event, cosseted in their newish 4WDs with the climate control turned 
up and refined strains of Barry Manilow in place of the relentless bellowing of a raucous exhaust. I 
can’t grizzle too much, as I have now joined this set, with my life expectancy probably the better for 
it.  

Quite aside from how you travelled to and from the event, it seems to me now there is a chasm in 
the bank balance-frying value of competition cars. This seems most evident at a sprint meeting, 
where you still have your ‘drive-it-to the-event’ class, and your ‘drive what the humble budget can 
afford’ class, but beyond that the continuum stretches ever further to include late-model race cars 
that must have only recently been released from the professional team that built and raced them in 
open competition. These owners are impressive: marquees, catered meals and even their own pit 
crew in some cases. I have even witnessed a semi-trailer unloading a number of glossy, be-stickered 
go-fast machines while their owners walked fresh and enthused from on-site accommodation. Are 
these people doing it ‘better’ than the grass-roots membership? I don’t know, and probably don’t 
care that much. My point is (finally! You said?) that one of the interesting features of club-level 
motorsport nowadays is the breadth of entries, abilities and funding visible during a walk around the 
pits. While this diversity is probably healthy for our sport, it is true that trying to match the spending 
of people further up the timesheet in your class may not always be possible, and this can be 
frustrating for some. So…applause for one group trying to address this perceived inequality – or at 



least keep it manageable. We’re used to ‘formula’ racers, where such things as engine capacity is 
restricted, or a controlled make and model. What got me pondering this whole affair is there is 
actually one formula based largely on finances: I refer here to the Nugget racers, that we had visit us 
at Bryant Park last weekend. I visited their web site for the Nugget Nationals, and was impressed to 
read the regulations controlling the competition. It was refreshing to find a group who were focused 
simply on having the most fun possible for the motorsport dollar. I wonder if we could ever get that 
philosophy into ‘Supercar’ racing? Not likely. But such an outlook for me seems to hark back to the 
origins of club level competition, where it was all about just having a go, and widening the smile. 

Maybe motorsport has become too serious? Perish the thought.       

-IM, the Ed. 
 
 
 
 

Chairman’s Report – December, 2020 
 
Please see comments in Editorial, and John Bryant’s ‘From the Board’ 

 

 

 

What do you need to know now? 
 
➢  CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 2020  CANCELLED 
 
 
Remaining Club events for 2020: 

o Sunday, December 13th  GCC khanacross 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

➢ VICTORIAN HILL CLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP 2020 

…has been cancelled      

BUT - it’s back in 2021!        
 

➢ REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS 
Electronic-only entry now applies for all events. Go to the Motorsport Australia  website for access. 

Save the trees, forget the paper, see your event SuppRegs for more info or help if required. 
 
 

 
Next GCC MULTICLUB HILLCLIMB 

• There are no hillclimbs remaining for 2020  



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
CLUB PERMIT APPLICATIONS: 
 
If you would like to apply for a Club Permit for your classic vehicle through the Gippsland Car Club, a 
reminder that you need to contact our Club Permit Registrar Ken Neilson to begin the process. 
Please note that: 

• while he is happy to be contacted regarding club permits including eligibility and processes, 
all the information you need should be found on the Club website.  

• Ken does not attend to club permit matters in person from home: any enquiries are 
appreciated by phone or email 

• All club permit applications and renewals are 
attended to by mail as hard copies are required 
to be signed / kept. 

 
You can contact Ken at:  
 
Ken Neilson 
Club Permit Registrar 
P.O. box 1377, Traralgon, Vic, 3844 
Mobile: 0409 427199 
 

➢ From the AOMC:   

   



 

BITS AND PIECES, INCLUDING ‘FROM THE BOARD ‘    - John Bryant 

1. MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2021.  Membership subscriptions are due and payable as 

from, January 1, 2021.  We would ask you to renew your membership for 2021 any time 

from now on.  A membership application form is contained in this edition of Valve Bounce, 

and is also on the website.  Payment by direct debit would be appreciated.  A very sincere 

thank you to all who have paid so far – this makes life so much easier for Ken Neilson to 

keep up with the renewals.  Please remember that if you wish to compete in any events 

early in 2021 you will need to be a financial member.  

                         
2. NEW GARAGE.   The framework of the new garage has been erected, and some of the 

Colourbond siding has been fixed in place.  The aim was to have it finished by now, but 

circumstances have prevented this from occurring – the garage will be completed in the very 

near future. 

 
3. DEFIBRILLATOR.  Thanks to Robert O’Gorman, the pads on our current defibrillator have 

been replaced, and the machine is now ready for operation if ever needed, which hopefully 

it will not. 

 
4. BOARD POSITIONS.  You may have noticed a couple of vacancies on the Board in recent 

times.  Chairperson Mick McGinn has now resigned, leaving one more vacancy.  Thanks to 

Mick for his leadership as Chairperson.  The vacancies have, however, now been filled 

internally.  Secretary Rhys Yeomans has added Competition Secretary to his brief, John 

Bryant will look after the Club Points Scorer position, whilst Ken Neilson has volunteered to 

take on the Acting Chairpersons role until the next AGM in May, 2021. 

 
5. POSITION VACANT – CANTEEN.   After a number of years looking after the Canteen, Helen 

Jennings has retired, as she has to care for her elderly father as well as tending to her 

normal household and work duties.  A very big thank you from all in the Club to Helen for 

looking after our Canteen.  Her resignation has now left us in the proverbial pickle – do we 

have any members prepared to take over this voluntary position?  If you believe that you 

might be able to assist, please contact Ken Neilson or Rhys Yeomans with your offer of help. 

 
6. CALENDAR 2021.  The Calendar as it currently stands is included in this edition of Valve 

Bounce.  At this point in time, there are only three hill climbs listed, and no sprints and no 

khanacross events.  Hopefully the remainder of the hill climb and all of the khanacross 

events will be included in the January edition, but sprints may prove to be a problem.  East 

Sale events may or may not occur in 2021 – this will not be known for some time.  Do we 

pick out half a dozen other sprint events at Winton, Sandown and Phillip Island to make up 

our sprint championship, or do we not have a sprint championship at all in 2021?  The 

problem with sprints at these tracks is twofold – distance and cost, with a further 

complication that open wheeler cars cannot run in sprint meetings at Sandown.   The 

question is – do we or do we not run a sprint championship in 2012, or do we just confine 

our Club Championship to hill climb events??  Your opinion would be appreciated. 

 



7. OFFICIALS.  We are in desperate need of people to act as officials at our hill climb events.  

The only area of officialdom that we appear to have an adequate number is that of 

scrutineering, whilst all other areas are distinctly light on.  We desperately need people to 

train as: 

• Stewards 

• Clerks of Course 

• Timekeepers 

• General Officials 

Most of these courses can now be done online, and on the job training after completing the 
online component is easy.  At the moment we only really have one Clerk of Course, one 
Steward, possibly up to three timekeepers (one of these competes on a regular basis), and 
whoever we can accost on the day to be a starter etc.. 

The current Clerk of Course, Chief Timekeeper and Steward are all close to the end of their 
tether.  The steward will not be available for much of next year, and the same may also 
apply to the Clerk of Course and Chief Timekeeper.  Are you willing to undertake the 
relevant course to take up any of these positions in the near future??  The more people who 
are prepared to assist, the less each one would have to do, and then the person would not 
necessarily have to be at all of our hill climb and khanacross events, as is currently the case. 

Age or gender is not a barrier to undertaking any of these positions – one of my sons was a 
CAMS-accredited timekeeper at the age of 12 many years ago.  Wages are not necessarily 
good, but conditions are pleasant, with undercover air conditioned/heating accommodation 
provided.  Contact Ken, Rhys or myself if you are interested in any of the above. 

 

 

 

  



Understanding the Weber 

Carburettor 

……….by Bill Freame, together with advice 
and information from Phil Buggee. 
 
(Ed: Bill provided an excellent and informative 
article in last month’s VB about the history, 
evolution and applications of the Weber 
carburettor – this month he explains how the 
carburettor operates - and its pitfalls!) 

 

 
 
Performance carburation or mechanical fuel injection were the choices available for racing engines 
after the Second World War ended. Mechanical Fuel Injection came to the fore because of the need 
and requirements to keep working under massive ‘G’ forces when performing aerobatic manoeuvres 
in the heat of fighter aircraft battles. Racing cars generally only had to contend with horizontal ‘G’ 
forces, limited by the available grip from their skinny racing tyres: the Weber, the Solex or the SU 
carburettors could successfully perform under those stresses. They were very popular then because 
the best racing mechanics at that time understood how they worked and how to tune them. 
Mercedes Benz successfully utilized Bosch mechanical injection on their 1950s race cars: this is less 
complicated in operation and provided injection fuel pressure many times higher than with 
carburettors. Fuel is forced through from the metering unit to the injectors, thus generating high 
pressure, whereas by comparison, the fuel in a carburettor is only at normal air pressure in the float 
bowl - the fuel level maintained by a float and controlled by a fuel valve. With the quite recent 
introduction of electronic fuel injection controlled by computers, all the injectors are connected to a 
pressurized fuel rail. Using a computer to operate the injection has now become very attractive to 
the younger generation. They can drive a keyboard on a computer so they don’t need to understand 
how a carburettor works or how to tune them. That is, until they get involved in historic racing 
categories! 

The Weber and SU carburettors are the popular choice in historic racing because when they are 
sized correctly for the application, they can give outstanding performance. As the heading of this 
story clearly mentions understanding Weber carburettors, we will be concentrating on their 
strengths and adjustability, paying particular attention to the DCOE side-draught Weber. Weber 
have also made less flexible budget carburettors for production cars, with fixed chokes and simple 
jetting configurations, all to a manufacturer’s production car price. They have also made 
carburettors for ever-tightening emissions regulations, until electronic injection became the sensible 
solution for all production cars. 

The Weber DCOE range of carburettors were available from 38mm butterflies all the way up to rare 
58mm butterflies. The most popular choices were and still are 40mm and 45mm, with a broad range 
of chokes relatively easily acquired and available from tuners and resellers. The choke sizes selected 
for driving at Phillip Island will possibly be a couple of millimetres larger than selected for a tight hill-
climb track where the sensible tuners will be seeking more bottom end of the rev range response.   

 

Triple DCOE carbs     Source: www.fordsix.com 



The DCOE in detail: 

The fuel flowing into the float bowl at up to 3 PSI must pass through a very fine mesh filter before it 
is controlled by the needle and seat valve, which is operated by two joined floats in unison. The 
needle and seat unit are a combination that is available in several sizes, the larger sizes used when 
high fuel demand or richer air/fuel mixtures are expected, as when using E85 or Methanol. Cleverly, 
using two joined floats that are set widely apart, is very effective at controlling the fuel level in the 
float bowl during high ‘G’ loads of braking or cornering. The DCOE is a twin-choke carburettor whose 
centres are about 90 millimetres apart: the float bowl extends down between them and fuel for all 
the circuits are drawn from near the bottom of that bowl, but above where any sediment or water 
would settle.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are multiple fuel circuits that draw from low in the bowl and these will now be covered in 
order (Ed: please refer also to the diagram above): 

• There are two idle jets and two main jets that are easily accessible from the top of the 

carburettor. The idle jets draw fuel from the float bowl and discharge into the restricted air flow 

created by the almost-closed butterfly. The fuel can enter just above the closed butterfly and 

also just below the butterfly where it is controlled by an idle mixture adjusting screw. The idle jet 

range provides a coarse mix of fuel to the air flow, while the mixture adjusting screw provides a 

finer adjustment.  

• Above the main jet is an emulsion tube and above that is the air corrector jet. All of these are 

able to be easily removed to be changed to adjust the air/fuel ratio in various parts of the rev 

range or when changing the choke size. The fuel from the main jet and emulsion tube is mixed 

with air from the air corrector jet and introduced to the centre of the intake air flowing through 



the carburettor via the nozzle in the centre of the auxiliary venturi. Additionally, the idle jet will 

continue to contribute to the overall air/ fuel ratio.  

• To avoid a lean-out flat spot when 

the throttle is suddenly banged 

open, there is an enrichment circuit 

that is called the accelerator pump, 

which is an adjustable jet to tune 

out the flat spot. This comprises a 

brass piston that is spring-loaded to 

force the fuel through the circuit 

(see diagram). To control how 

much fuel is delivered, there is a 

pump spill jet in the base of the 

float chamber that will allow some 

of the fuel to bleed off so that there 

is less fuel delivered into the air 

flow. As the spill jet is at the 

bottom of the float bowl, it can only 

be reached by removing the top of 

the DCOE, which will then expose the floats to careless damage! Accelerator pump fuel is added 

to the air stream near the bottom of the main venturi to quickly enrichen the air/fuel ratio 

before passing through the butterflies.  

What I have been referring to as a choke is actually correctly called a venturi. In the DCOE they are 
able to be replaced; they are easily removed to be interchanged with a larger or smaller inside 
diameter venturi. The internal shape is critically important to optimise the airflow through the 
venturi, with the choke point airflow fed by a radius to maximise the draw upon the fuel feed at the 
choke point. Beyond the choke point it gently tapers up to almost the butterfly diameter, all the time 
trying to keep air flowing through the venturi attached, rather than tumbling. So please understand 
that the air flowing through the venturi meets a radius that compresses it down to the choke point, 
then allows it to pass further through an expanding taper until it exits into either side of the butterfly 
and then enters the inlet manifold, searching for an open inlet valve.  

To change the venturi size there are a few things that need to be removed first. The air approach 
side is where the venturi is removed and installed from, so the trumpets or air filter housing will 
probably need to be removed. Next to be removed is the auxiliary venturi which locates via an outer 
ring that minimally disturbs the air flow. There is also an inner ring that has a projecting nozzle that 
can dump fuel into the centre of the venturi airflow. Just like almost everything else on these 
Webers, there is a range of auxiliary venturis that can help tune the air/fuel ratio.  

On some DCOE’s the main Venturi is located and retained by a pointed screw, as is the auxiliary 
venturi. These are needed to prevent these venturis from moving up or around. It shouldn’t be 
necessary to advise that they don’t need to be tightened very much: just enough to stop the venturis 
from moving. Frequently it will be discovered that some previous operator has overtightened them, 
probably when they installed the wrong (too big) size venturis.  

I sometimes feel that we can’t impress upon tuners enough how important the blend from the neat 
radius to the departing taper is in the primary venturi. Consider it like an aeroplane wing where the 
correct curve shape will give you lift to take off. However, when some hotrodder has access to a 
lathe and bores them out larger, (now just a tube,) he wonders why it didn’t make more power. I 



refer you back to the aeroplane reference above. His ‘plane is using flat planks of timber for wings - 
there is no lift from the wings and he will never have enough runway to get airborne! A fuel injection 
throttle body can be a straight, parallel or tapered tube as it doesn’t need to provide a venturi 
effect: the fuel in an injection system is being delivered by the injectors, under several atmospheres 
of fuel pressure and usually further down the inlet manifold, below the butterfly, but not always.  

Finally, because the main circuit jetting is easily changed with just a screw driver, it is not unknown 
for some crews doing events such as Targa High Country to swap the main jets, emulsions and air 
correctors as complete assemblies to swap them over at Sawmill Settlement before the end-of-day 
stage run up to Mt Buller ski resort where the air is much thinner at 1800 metres and sea level 
jetting is found to be far too rich at that elevation. 

Interchangeability: 

The 40, 42, 45 and 48 DCOE Webers all have the same mounting flange bolt pattern, (as also do the 
Dellorto carburettors) so are fortunately interchangeable on inlet manifolds. This is very useful when 
you want to keep the choke to butterfly ratio within a quite sensible range. Experience tells us that 
38mm chokes will work better with a 45mm butterfly than a 40, but also just might work on a 42. 
Likewise, a 32mm choke will probably work better with a 40mm butterfly than a 45. What must be 
taken into consideration is the type of motorsport that we are tuning for. Doing a club sprint at 
Phillip Island isn’t going to worry about fuel economy compared to doing a stint at Winton in the 
AROCA 12-hour regularity, where economy is very important for maximum track time and a good 
team result. 

Intake trumpet lengths from zero to 100mm, curved or straight are available and can help spread the 
torque flexibility especially when the choke to butterfly ratio sizes are slightly wrong. The longer 
trumpets will usually improve the bottom end of the rev range response, but only if they have clear 
air height above them that is preferably equivalent to their diameter. This is often overlooked inside 
air filter housings and air-boxes, where external space may be extremely limited.  

Needle and seat combinations begin at 1.50 and go all the way to 3.00, in 0.25 increments. Main jets 
begin at 100 and go up to 300, idle jets start at 035 and go to 115 in the available range from various 
suppliers. Larger sizes can be produced by good tuners who know what they are doing, and why. 
Emulsion tubes are numbered in no logical order, however there are tuning charts available that can 
help with their selection when seeking incremental changes. All of the above are interchangeable 
between the 40, 42, 45 and 48 DCOEs.  

The larger the needle and seat combination, plus the larger the main jets in a multiple carburettor 
set-up, the more consistent the fuel supply must be to maintain around 3 PSI. This delivery pressure 
is to prevent mixtures going lean during long, wide open throttle conditions where the fuel level in 
the float bowl chambers will drop due to insufficient fuel supply, indicated by a drop in fuel pressure 
when under high demand. This is best observed during the dynamometer tuning session where a run 
can be terminated quickly before any pistons get burnt. 



 

As can be seen from the accompanying graph (above), there is a transition phase that involves both 
the idle jets and the main jets contributing to the delivery of fuel into the airflow through the 
carburettor. Understanding this phase can help smooth out the effect of light and mid-throttle 
response.  These carburettors are very adjustable but there are a few areas in particular that need to 
be considered. There are two types of float available: the original hollow brass floats for naturally-
aspirated applications that should be set at 8.5mm gap with the paper gasket in place; and the 
modern, solid plastic floats set at 13mm with the gasket in place. These can also be successfully used 
for blow-through turbo applications, an application that will collapse hollow brass floats. The height 
settings are critical for consistent response. I probably don’t need to mention that for multiple 
Weber installations the floats all need to be of the same construction, plus set at the same float level 
height, but I will because it is very important.  

Something to be mindful of is that Webers (and electric fuel pumps) don’t like being stored with 
stationary fuel in them. The fuel passages within the body of the carburettor and the jets can dry out 
and tend to become blocked with sediments and crud. This makes tuning old or second-hand 
carburettors much more difficult for the unwary and uninformed dynamometer operator. That’s 
something to keep in mind when considering buying used carburettors from the internet.  

It probably goes without saying, but I will; multiple DCOE installations need to be all of the same 
model: the early DCOEs are most often type 9 or type 13, or the modern emission Webers of type 
151 or type 152 as an example! That will stop you going crazy because all the drillings, passages and 
machinings will be the same. My preference for throttle operating on multiple set-ups has the 
butterfly shafts all interconnected with all the throttles operated from only one place. Once they are 
all synchronised at idle, they will all open exactly the same amount through their range of travel.  

The alternative method that has a shaft parallel to the butterflies with each carburettor connected 
to it by individual linkages is inferior because they usually don’t open the butterflies exactly the 
same amount through their operating range. With individual levers attached to the shaft, they all 
need to be at the same angle so they will all swing in unison. They usually aren’t exactly in line in my 
experience, sometimes one will have slipped slightly so one carby will be continually opening ahead 
or behind the others. The major disadvantage is that the shaft and levers usually need to be all 
assembled on the inlet manifold, requiring lever alignment by eye, or guess. A classic example is the 
popular Datsun 240Z and 260Z fitted with triple 45 or 48 DCOEs. Getting all those butterfly shafts 
synchronised is difficult and very time consuming, but well worth the effort in part-throttle 
driveability when finally achieved. 



There are very good books available to help with sorting tuning problems on Weber and Dellorto 
carburettors, if you really want to have a go yourself. They usually provide a better explanation of 
their operation than I have provided in the above article!  

Weber carburettors were originally designed and manufactured in Italy, however, since the 1980’s 
manufacturing transferred to Spain. The Italian Webers command a higher price on the second-hand 
market, but the Spanish Webers work and tune just as well as the Italian ones. Recently China has 
released a range of carburettors very similar in looks to real Webers, at a ridiculously low price. Let 
the buyer beware is my only comment! Real Webers have ‘Made in Italy’ or ‘Made in Spain’ cast into 
the body. 

98 ULP always loses the aromatics, (the light or high ends) very quickly so be prepared to consume it 
within a few months from date of purchase. The lower ends in the fuel will burn in low compression 
engines, but not well in high compression engines that are expecting to be burning fresh 98ULP. Cars 
in long term storage between races need to be regularly fired up to burn off any condensation in the 
engine oil and to circulate fresh fuel through the carburettors before it can dry out. What we refer to 
as ‘Avgas’, 100-octane leaded petrol that we used to race on, could only be stored at airports for up 
to six months, as an air safety stipulation to ensure the fuel was always fresh. 

The DCOE is an incredibly versatile carburettor that will remain in demand for historic racing until 
these events are eventually outlawed or cease to be attractive to the younger generations. 

 
 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement: 
Special thanks to Phil Buggee, at BOI Performance, who continually provided drawings, advice, 
explanations, dismantled DCOEs and then multiple corrections to the above article.  

 (Ed: as for last month - while in no way detracting from Phil Buggee’s considerable expertise and 
knowledge at BOI Performance in Dandenong, GCC members should also note we have a local 
company (BTR) who advertise in this magazine and offer Weber tuning.) 
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Lost Circuits – Catalina Park, NSW     -Ian Maud 

Catalina Park, tucked into an excavation amidst the impressive Blue Mountains outside Katoomba 

(NSW), is another of the ‘lost circuits’ of Australia. I have only competed at this (hidden) track once, 

but it has stayed in my memory for a number of reasons. 

It was about 1980 or so and we were travelling from around Australia for the (then) annual National 

Challenge of Sprite Car Clubs. I had left my home in Kerang and was spending two days each way 

towing my bugeye Sprite with…a 1600cc Nissan Homer van! I can only look back at such times and 

marvel at how patient I must have been! From memory, it would slowly build up to an impressive 

55mph with the trailer behind, still faster downhill and only limited by the bravery of the pilot – their 

senses probably dulled by eight hours of sitting directly on top of the revving motor, with only a 

sheet of panel metal and a headlight separating them from anything they might run into. But I 

digress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My first view of the Park was late in the day as I arrived in northern NSW. I had endured a long, hot 

and noisy day in a vehicle with no air conditioning, and to my amazement the day was now chilling 

and a fog was rolling in, which soon made looking around the circuit unlikely. What I had seen was 

intimidating: a narrow, curvaceous track winding its way around a hillside, with the track sides 

continuously lined by a combination of impressively solid-looking wooden sleeper wall; tall earth 

embankment; unforgiving Armco railing; or a sudden drop down into the scrub! Run-off areas, a 

feature of any active 2020 venue, often consisted of about one foot-width of dirt! Clearly, any over-

exuberant driving was going to result in tears and a substantial lightening of the wallet. 

We all found our way to the various hotels, motels or campgrounds, and gathered again the next 

morning, ready for the fray. The fog had not yet lifted, so we amused ourselves waling the track 

while visibility improved. What we found was a fairly simple layout, quite suitable for a club sprint, 

but I found it hard to reconcile the track width and omnipresent barriers with the stories and photos 

I’d seen of full-on open racing here – what a spectacle it must have been! Fields of humpy Holdens, 

swarms of open-wheelers or clouds of screaming bikes all charging up and down hill, raucous 

exhausts resonating around the gullies, jockeying for position as the sinuous roadway sneaked left 

and right among the trees. Not only was the course winding, but it rose and dropped rapidly, often 

leaving a vehicle unsettled and the unfamiliar driver daunted, not to mention needing a focused visit 

to the loo after the chequered flag had fallen. One infamous section of track was dubbed “the 

Tunnel of Love,” later shortened to “the Tunnel,” apparently attributable to the understanding that 

there was basically only one race line through that corner, and drivers off that line were going to kiss 

the wall – and often did!  

Map of Catalina Park: a deceptively 
simple shape. 

Source: www.RacingCircuits.info 

 

http://www.racingcircuits.info/


Due to the Park’s novel construction, spectators enjoyed a closeness to the action we of the next 

century can only dream of! They could (and commonly did) perch atop the walls while race 

gladiators rushed past only centimetres away. And the crowds! Photos from the period show 

spectators packed around the corners – it was certainly popular, and why not? Some of the biggest 

names of the era competed at Catalina: Gardner, Geoghegan, etc. 

Do you remember Rallycross? As a kid on a cold, rainy winters’ Sunday arvo I would sit cross-legged 

on the loungeroom floor, eyes glued to a black-and-white telly the size of a microwave oven, 

drinking in the excitement and spectacle as people like Brock, Watson, Moffat, Bond, etc slipped and 

slid in battle amongst the worst conditions organisers could arrange – and Catalina Park, together 

with Calder, was the Mecca for Rallycross.  

As it was, we were witnessing the all-too familiar sight of a track in its death throes: track edge 

crumbling, pits unkept, abandoned timing huts and scrutineering bay falling into disrepair.  

 

At the time of our event the circuit was still very usable, and 

surrounded by attractive, shady bushland that has no doubt 

reclaimed much of the area. What I do recall was how 

thrilling it was to drive the track at race speed, and how 

confidence rose during the day so that people were 

eventually sliding and dicing within grasp of those sobering 

walls. When the meeting finished for the day the fog would 

roll in again, leaving little alternative but to pack up and leave 

while navigation still seemed possible. I do have a memory of 

an exit road climbing one of the steepest hills I’ve ever drive, 

with a mandatory stop at the top at a T-junction. If nothing else, the Nissan had a first gear that 

could pull stumps, and this was a time when I was thankful for it! A mate towing with a Datsun 1600 

had to back down the road and find a different way out, such was the climb. 

Then and now. At left, the Le Mans start of a touring car race. See the BP sign on the pole on the right-hand side, 
behind the FJ ambulance? That’s it in the photo on the right, but turned 180 degrees. Most of the track is now an 
aboriginal bushland reserve, and used largely by exercise walkers. 

Source: LHS pic: www.motorsportretro.com and RHS pic: www.CreativeSpirits.info 

 

 

http://www.motorsportretro.com/
http://www.creativespirits.info/


Opening in 1961, the track’s heyday was the 1960s-early 70s: the last race 

was held in January 1970 and by the 1980s it had an uncertain future and 

lack of investment financially, as well as maintenance-wise. The opening of 

Amaroo Park and Oran Park raceways were the final blows for Catalina Park, 

as these circuits were much closer to Sydney and attracted the crowds. What 

has happened to Catalina Park? The track was finally closed in the mid-1990s. 

Much of it apparently still remains but is now used mostly as a walking track. 

The accompanying photos show a still-recognisable circuit in parts, but only 

the echoes and memories of motorsport remain for those lucky enough to 

have seen one of Australia’s great circuits in action.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Trivia: Also known as ‘The Gully,’ 

Catalina Park was so named after the 

failed tourist park that preceded the 

race circuit: the developers built a 

large dam and sat a Catalina PBY-5 

Flying Boat upon it as a tourist 

novelty.) 

 

 

 
 



  

Ed: In keeping with our recent articles on great motors and engineering, here is the story 
behind the Offenhauser dynasty. This comes from a magazine called Motor Trend, from May 
of 1970. I can’t recall who sent it through to me, but thank you! 
I had to cut & paste this as many small pieces to retain a readable quality – if you struggle 
with any part, you can read an electronic copy on the GCC web page. 
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Ed: the Club has been contacted by the owner of an historic race car he is rebuilding, and was hoping 
someone might have information about it. Here are his e-mail and photos: 

My name is Garry and I am re-building an old hill climbing car from the 50's with a 

Vincent engine. 

Apparently, the car originally belonged to a John Shine. 

I do not suppose you have any records of this car. 

                                                                                      Thank you, Garry 0408 035-917. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CLUB MEMBER PROFILE:        YVETTE STOLK 

 

• Your name: Yvette Stolk   

 

• Years of membership of GCC: On & off for a fair 

few years now 

 

• Cars of interest owned: The SYGA open-wheeler. 

 

• Your first car was: Toyota Corolla 

 

• The best car you ever owned was: Has to be the 

SYGA! 

 

• The worst car you ever owned was: Impossible to 

answer, all have served their purpose. 

 

• Your biggest car-related disaster: It involved 10L 

of acrylic house paint, a hatchback, a lid that 

wasn’t done up properly, a steep downhill and a sharp left. I can laugh about it now. 

 

• Your greatest moment in motoring was: The first time I rear wheel steered the R1. 

 

• Your most-admired driver is (and why?): It has to be the GCC’s fast guys  - the fact they drive 

impressively fast but also that they build their own cars, now that’s skill! 

 

• Your favourite driving circuit/track/road/area, & why: Hard to say just one, but the top two would 

be our track & Broadford. I like that they are technical but it is also the atmosphere of the people 

when I’m there. 

 

• A phrase you say regularly: You only live once… 

 

• Finish the sentence: I will die satisfied if...... (this is one of the items on my bucket list) I own a 

Corvette, then I’ll be ‘Vette in the ‘vette! 

 

• Any other insights you’d care to share? Have a Merry Christmas, thankfully 2020 is almost over 

and I’m sure we’ll never have a year like it. 

 

Also, make sure the lids are hammered down (even on new tins) if you put paint in the car! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Competition report– A HILL CLIMB WITH A DIFFERENCE  
– John Bryant was there! 

On Sunday, November 3, we held our first hill climb at the track since February – no action 
whatsoever during that time due to the COVID virus and the Government lock down!  Due to the 
Government restrictions at the time, we were only able to conduct a regional event, as Melbourne 
residents were being held within their “ring of steel”.  We were pleasantly surprised to receive 42 
entries for the event, with a number of other wanting to run but they were on the wrong side of the 
steel barrier.   

The event ran according to the Motorsport Australia Return to 
Motorsport rules – no spectators, gates locked, no canteen, no 
paperwork (all entries done electronically), no scrutineering (all 
self-scrutineered), no trophy presentation, limited drivers 
briefing, everyone wearing masks when not driving, and 
everyone observing social distancing – everyone did all of these 
things, and we were able to offer eight runs each on the 
Clockwise Figure 8 track, and still finished early.  Everyone 
appeared to have a great time, except for Mark Revitt-Mills 
who had a slight off resulting in some minor damage to the car 
but not to Mark. The event actually appeared more like one of 
our track hires, with very few open wheeler cars and the 
majority of entrants in the tin top classes. 

Fastest time of day was taken out by Keven Stoopman 
in the Lancer Evo – his first ever run at the track and an 
almost record time of 58.98 seconds – Mark Samson 
tried to break 60 seconds but the best he could do in 
the Mygale Formula Ford was 60.01 seconds to take 
out second fastest.  Daniel Rikken followed in third 
place, and it was noticeable that he was featuring a 
newly clipped wing on the SS Nissan Gazelle.  Les Dole 
had his first competition run at the track in his newly 
restored and immaculately presented Watson Clubman 
and came in fourth outright.  He was followed in fifth 
by Terry Selwyn, with Rob Duncan and James Dyer both 
recording times of 65.23 in positions 6 and 7.  They 
were followed closely in positions 8, 9 and 10 by Steve 
Banks, Tyson Cull and Mick Green. 

Six of the classes only had one entrant each, but the rest were well 
contested.  The Improved Production up to 2000 had five entrants, and 
that was won by the proverbial country mile by James Dyer in the 
indecently fast (and cheap) Suzuki Ignis.  IP 2001 and over was taken 
out by Terry Selwyn who fell in from Rob Duncan by 0.02 of a second!  
Tyson Cull, John Mahy and Jim McNiven followed closely, all within one 
second of Terry.  Seven entrants in the Sports Cars up to 2000, with 
Steve Banks taking out the class from Ian Speight in his “new” Mazda 
MX5 only 0.84 of a second behind.  Mick Goossens and son Brody were 
so starved of motorsport that they joined the Club, and drove down 
from Ballarat to compete in the Toyota MR2.   Peter Evans convincingly 

Jim McNiven, BMW 
Photo: Steve Schmidt 

Eric Irvine, Porsche Boxster.  
Photo: Steve Schmidt 

Ian Maud, FIAT X1/9 
Photo: Steve Schmidt 



won the SC 2001 and over class.  The Sports Sedans 4WD class featured five entrants, and was 
convincingly won by Keven Stoopman in the extremely fast Lancer Evo that normally appears at the 
pointy end of races on circuits.  Ken Neilson decided to take two of his three sons racing for the day 
in their circuit Excel – Ken beat both of the boys, but they were all shaded by Matthew Binks – these 
cars have come a long way since the time a few years ago when you could pick them up off the side 
of the road and turn them into a racing car!! 

The results for the day appear elsewhere in this edition of Valve Bounce.  As notified in the last 
edition, we are not conducting the various Club Championships this year, so obviously there are no 
points scores for the day. 

 

 

 

Competition report– Nugget Nationals at Bryant Park  
– 28th November, 2020. -Rhys Yoemans 

While I was unable to escape the ring of steel for our last club hill climb, with the wall falling and an 
easing in restrictions, I was able to make my way to Bryant Park for the Nugget Nationals hill climb. 
Nugget Nationals is a series based on cheap (sub $3000) and low-powered (1.5L or smaller-engined) 
vehicles, which is a great introduction for many to motorsport or another option for those whose 
race cars have become too expensive to run regularly. 

It has been great to see the series grow over the past 5 plus years, from a handful of Nuggets with 
the rest of the field non-Nuggets, to their first Nugget-only event at Bryant Park. COVID has had a 
position impact on the Nugget population, as there were at least 15 new cars and faces that I hadn’t 
seen before, so there is a silver lining amongst all the doom and gloom of 2020. 

As much with all events, there are a variety of lap times based on level of car preparation and driver 
skill, the pointy end of the Nugget field being very competitive, with a handful of drivers swapping 
fastest laps through the day on both the ‘figure 8 plus additional loop’ and then ‘figure 8’ layouts. 

The last three runs saw Gippsland Car Club’s James Dyer in his Suzuki Ignis Sport and Iain McCowan 
in his ED Honda Civic almost matching each other in lap times, both supporting each other in their 
efforts to go faster along the way. In a showing of great sportsmanship, Iain assisted James between 
each run in removing as much weight as possible from his car, to the point that half the exhaust and 
interior were sitting in the pits as James lined up for his last run of the day!  

In the end, James was able to run a fastest 
lap of 64.64, while Iain was not far behind at 
64.98, two lap times that are very impressive 
considering the lack of power, 200tw tyres 
and that both cars drove to and from the 
track!  

James Dyer driving his Ignis Sport much 
faster than the designers at Suzuki thought it 
would ever be! 
Photo – Gran Photography.  

https://www.facebook.com/GranPhotog/ 

https://www.facebook.com/GranPhotog/


Competition report– A DOUBLE DELIGHT              -John Bryant 
(WHICH TURNED OUT TO BE LESS THAN A DELIGHT DUE TO THE WEATHER!!) 

John Bryant was at the December 5 twilight event, and has the following observations to make. 

This was another event with a difference, being a Club-only event, and for the first time in about 
three years, was to use two tracks on the day. On this occasion, the theory was to have four runs on 
the Clockwise Track, and four runs on the Clockwise Short Track, which has not been used for some 
time.  Times were to be determined by adding the competitor’s fastest time on the Clockwise Track 
and the fastest time on the Clockwise Short Track – it was lucky that due to the COVID restrictions at 
the time, we did not have a trophy presentation, so the mathematical calculations were not required 
after the meeting! 

We received a good entry size for this event, with 66 members recording a time throughout the day.  
Most of them completed the four runs on the Clockwise Track, most completed the first run on the 
Clockwise Short Track, many opted not to run the second run on the Clockwise Short, whilst only 
three people attempted the third Clockwise Short and none for the last run on this configuration.  
RAIN KILLED THE DAY OFF!! 

My quick calculations suggest the first ten outright as follows (please do not ring to complain if you 
disagree with my maths – the real results will be revealed in the fullness of time): 

 
 First  Bruce Minahan  Hayward  88.62 seconds 

Second  Pete Minahan  Hayward  88.79 seconds 
Third  Wim Janssen  Wimp 002  88.98 seconds 
Fourth  Ewen Moile  Ramblebee  91.93 seconds  
Fifth  Mark Samson  Spectrum  95.17 seconds 
Sixth  Rhys Yeomans  Honda Civic  98.40 seconds 
Seventh Terry Selwyn  Datsun 1600  100.60 seconds 
Eighth  Max Bonney  NG Elfin  100.67 seconds 
Ninth  Steve Buffinton  Westfield  100.76 seconds 
Tenth  Larry Kogge  Torana XU1  101.13 seconds 
 

 

The day was almost incident-free, which was good because the track became progressively greasier 
as light rain continued to fall from about the second run onwards.  The only casualty was Joel 
Martin, who gave the concrete barrier after the finish line a fair smack, but I am not sure what 
damage he did as he was able to keep going back into the pits.  The results for this event are 
included in this edition, as well as on the website.  Runs numbered one to four are for times 
recorded on the Clockwise Track, whilst runs 5 to 7 are for the Clockwise Short Track.  We are 
extremely lucky that we have abandoned the Club Championship this year, as it would have been a 
nightmare working out the points to the satisfaction of all. 

The season has finished – we managed only three hill climbs, only one of which was a multiclub 
event in February: the other two club only – certainly a season with a difference.  I look forward to 
2021 and hope that things might get back to normal.  Our next event is the Victorian Hill Climb 
Championship twilight event on Saturday, February 13, 2021 – this will also be Round 1 of our 
2021Club Championship. 



Report-Working Bee at Bryant Park  
– 29th November  -Rhys Yoemans 

 
I will admit that I only suggested we schedule this working bee as I wanted to drive my car before 
the hill climb on the 5th, and I didn’t even end up doing that! Waking up on Sunday morning to a 
torrential downpour was a little disappointing compared to the great weather from the day before, 
so I went up to the track without my tyres and helmet looking to tidy the place up and get home at a 
reasonable hour. I did have a couple of messages from people asking if the working bee was still on, 
which I told them that I wouldn’t travel too far as the weather didn’t look to be improving.  
Despite the weather, we had a small group of people arrive for the working bee. Most were focused 
on whipper snipping, while Billy was on the ride on mower.  The Newton boys of Mark and Mitchell 
had the honour of cleaning the pit garages. A few months with very little human contact meant that 
several red back spiders had moved in! Phil Tullett - if you read this, a reminder to book the pest 
control guy!  

We worked until 11:30am before putting cars on the track, with the standard Bryant Park weather 
on display. Rain, sun, wind or all at the same time was encountered for the length of practice with all 
cars doing plenty of laps before heading home mid-afternoon with very few mechanical issues to 
resolve before the following week’s hill climb. 

I unfortunately did not take any photos, though would like to thank all those who attended to assist 
at this working bee, along with any others we will hold into the future. It doesn’t take much to keep 
Bryant Park looking its best!  

 

FOR SALE:   AE82 Corolla Club Car – Give yourself a Christmas present! 

Ever thought about getting into motorsport? Perhaps with a son/daughter? 
Here’s the exact vehicle you need! It’s cheap to run, super-reliable and has a 
proven race history in GCC events and several 6-hr relays. The car is very well 
presented, log-booked, has a CAMS-approved roll bar, excellent race seat, and 
harness. The suspension has been lowered, and fitted with stiffer gas struts all 
round. It needs a new battery but apart from that, it’s turnkey motorsport: take 
it to the next event and go!  

The ‘package’ also includes a spare set of wheels and race tyres, a third set of race tyres, a Corolla 
Seca with a twin-cam engine, and another Corolla Seca for spares. You couldn’t build it for the asking 
price of $2,500. Call Ian on 0414 580921. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



…and a parting shot: 
 
Here’s another great photo of the mighty Pete Geoghegan in his Mustang, this time at Catalina Park 
– so it seemed to tie in with the earlier article. Pete’s Mustang was known for its odd front wheel 
angles, but as has been explained, the front end was set up so the outside wheel (taking most of the 
cornering force) would stand vertical to the track, maximising its grip – as can be seen working 
perfectly here. The inside wheel…well, did whatever it did until it was leant on.  
So here’s Pete, with a slight bit of opposite lock, barrelling around the track at 10/10ths within cooee 
of those famous timber sleeper walls (top, LH corner) – a brave bloke! 
 

 

Last month Bill Revill wrote about one of our ‘lost’ circuits – Hume Weir. Here’s another photo of this 
track in its heyday, as two open-wheelers charge through the cutting. That wall in front of them 

separated the cars entering Energol loop from those leaving it and heading down the main straight – 
so you had cars at race speed separated by only the width of a concrete or Armco wall. Drivers – 

should they feel the impulse to do so – could just about have ‘high-fived’ each other at race speed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Photo: Mark Bishop, from www.facebook.com) 
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Hillclimb, 8th November: 

Results - Class 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hillclimb, 8th November: 

Results - Outright 



  

Hillclimb, 5th December: 

Results - Class 



 

 

  



  

Hillclimb, 5th December: 

Results - Outright 



 

 

SUPPORTERS AND ADVERTISERS INDEX 
These businesses support our club!! Make sure we support them! 

 

Name Product Contact Details  

Moe Parklands Motel Accommodation 03 5127 3344  
stay@moeparklandsmotel.com.au 

 

BTR Machining and 
Cylinder heads 

Dyno tuning, engine 
rebuilds, race prep, general 
repairs 

03 5134 4023 
simon@btrmorwell.com.au 

 

Penrite Oils  Oils and lubricants www.penritetopclass.com.au 
 

 

Fowlers Asphalting Roadmaking 03 5633 2918 
admin@fowlersasphalting.com.au 

 

Arrow Linemarking Linemarking 0458 882 353 
arrowlinemarking@y7mail.com 

 

Alfa Motorsport 
Fibreglass 

Automotive repairs info@alfamotorsportfibreglass.com.au  

O’Connell’s tyres Suspension, front end, 
brakes, shocks 

03 5126 2822 
Facebook presence 
https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/ 

 

James Lambert  
 

Photography James Lambert @SJLambert6  

Jim Jones  
 

Photography Jim Jones Jamar Imaging.net  

SPIN Media 
 

Photography and video ncardwell@spinmelbourne.com  

Trafalgar Auto Elec 
 

Auto Electrics 56332062  

Capaldo Automotive 
Repairs 

Mechanical, alignment and 
MX 5 specialist 

5134 4328 Ask for Steve  

Peter Weaver Msport 
Photography 

Photography 0438 109 027 
peter.weaver@speedway.net.au 

 

http://www.penritetopclass/
https://oconnellstyres.weebly.com/
mailto:peter.weaver@speedway

